
 
 

Project Plenty: Discipleship defined  

 
The upcoming Project Plenty reflections will explore key themes 
that were raised during the listen and discern process. The first 
theme is “Focus on discipleship as core business”. 

 

From Project Plenty we have heard that the church is saying that a 
focus on discipleship is core business. I would give a resounding yes 
and amen to this listening.  
 
No surprise, given this is a primary purpose of why the Uniting 
Church came into being.  
 
This is evidenced where the Basis of Union says, “In this union these Churches commit their members 
to acknowledge one another in love and joy as believers in our Lord Jesus Christ, to hear anew the 
commission of the Risen Lord to make disciples of all nations, and daily to seek to obey his will.”  
 
Further to this, the Basis of Union calls out this primacy in an active way, such that, it is not something 
that happens without intention. “Through human witness in word and action, and in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, Christ reaches out to command people’s attention and awaken faith; he calls people into 
the fellowship of his sufferings, to be the disciples of a crucified Lord; in his own strange way Christ 
constitutes, rules and renews them as his Church.” 
 
So, there is a making and a being that are the hall marks of discipleship. 
 
I like simple, and a simple way I think about discipleship is in four ways: 

• The practices of Jesus 

• The thinking of Jesus 

• The spirituality of Jesus 

• The community of Jesus 
 

Discipleship is the making and being of a person who follows the practices of Jesus Christ, has the mind 
of Jesus Christ, lives by the spirit of Jesus Christ and belongs to the community of Jesus Christ.  
The invitation, challenge and “core business” of all of us is to serve one another in this intention—
making and being disciples. 
 
How will you know if this is happening? By your love, Jesus said! 
 
Rev Peter Armstrong is the Associate Director of Mission – Community Partnership with UnitingCare 
Queensland.  If you would like to share your thoughts on discipleship, email the Project Plenty team.  
 
Share your thoughts today to shape our future for tomorrow. Join the Project Plenty conversation by 
visiting the Project Plenty website or following the Project Plenty Facebook page.  
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