
 
 

Project Plenty: What it means to be a disciple  

 
The upcoming Project Plenty reflections will explore key themes that were raised during the listen 
and discern process. The first theme is “Focus on discipleship as core business”. 

 

21 April 1995, one of my favourite test cricket 
moments where Steve Waugh faced down Curtly 
Ambrose on a viciously fast and bouncing pitch in 
the West Indies. Australia was routed for 128 but 
Steve Waugh scored 63 of those runs not out. That 
incident cemented Steve Waugh as my hero. Steve 
would never give up and I wanted to be more like 
that! 

So, when I hear that “discipleship as core business” 
is one of the themes that the Project Plenty team 
heard from the Uniting Church as part of the engagement process to date, I get excited. To me that 
means that as a church we are looking at the life of Jesus and saying, “I want to be more like that!”. 
Discipleship is not a program, a curriculum or a goal—it is a way of life where we (both individually and 
corporately as a church) seek to pattern our lives after Christ: “Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus …” (Phil 2:5).  

Discipleship is not before or after mission, because to follow Jesus means to live your life out of love for 
God and others. Discipleship is a life in mission! To be a disciple means that in every part of our lives—
how we treat our family, how we spend our money, how we care for the planet, how we participate in 
the life of the church and how we reach out to our workmates and neighbours and serve our 
community is all guided by the principle “I want to be more like Jesus!”.  

But discipleship is not easy. It must be learned, practised and reflected upon. It involves struggle and 
failure and cannot be done alone, but with others through the Holy Spirit. However, it is a way of grace 
and wholeness, it is the invitation to join in the fulness of life that God wants for the world!  

It is not just for adults but for children, and indeed it is not just for those who already belong to Christ 
but is an invitation for all. 

Who wouldn’t want to be part of a church that indeed made “discipleship” its primary core business? 

Rev Mark Cornford is the Presbytery Minister for the Moreton Rivers Presbytery. If you would like to 
share your thoughts on discipleship, email the Project Plenty team.  
 
Share your thoughts today to shape our future for tomorrow. Join the Project Plenty conversation by 
visiting the Project Plenty website or following the Project Plenty Facebook page.  
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