
 
 

Project Plenty: What discipleship is to me 

 
The upcoming Project Plenty reflections will explore key themes 
that were raised during the listen and discern process. The first 
theme is “Focus on discipleship as core business”.  

 

This picture reflects what I often feel when I hear the word 
“discipleship”. My brain wants to put discipleship into some linear 
process of progression; take step “a”, then “b”, then “c”, and 
abracadabra you are now a “disciple” of Jesus Christ.   
 
Wouldn’t that be nice? Wouldn’t that be easier? When we can look at a person who does “a”, “b” and 
“c” and say to ourselves, yes, that’s right, now you are a disciple of Jesus Christ.  
 
Reality is, post-modern discipleship is far from linear (if it ever was). What looks like embodied 
discipleship for one follower of Jesus looks completely different for another. One thing we all hold in 
common though is the centrality of Jesus Christ as the universal redeemer of all of creation, and the 
desire to behave our way into the present and future kingdom of God where all things are reconciled to 
Godself.   
 
So instead of sharing about the need for ministry areas that strategically focus on the duplication of 
discipleship and the importance of mentoring relationships, which are important, let me tell you what 
discipleship is to me in the hope that it creates a window of reflection for your own discipleship and 
highlights why discipleship must always be the church’s core business.  
 
Discipleship is a choice. I still remember the day I chose to become a follower of Jesus Christ. I was in a 
church service (one of my first) with my bestie—two mischievous 14-year-old girls giggling in the back 
row. The question was asked quietly and simply to everyone—do you know Jesus? Do you want to 
know Jesus? We both said yes. My friend and I vowed that day to serve God together. Well … she is 
now working with St Vincent De Paul in child protection and I am serving God through the Uniting 
Church.  
 
I wonder, do we still create space to ask that question in worship services today? Do you know Jesus? 
Do you want to know Jesus? Sounds simple. We both made a choice that day to follow Jesus and it has 
led us to where we are now.  
 
Discipleship is intentional. There was a certain intentionality in learning about what it means to follow 
Jesus, and then later to be a disciple that makes disciples. It really is a case of trying some things and 
leaning in when it seemed like it connects. My own favourite early discipleship moment was learning 
how to listen for God’s voice, to recognise the activity of God in the ordinary and learning to pray.   
 
What was yours? Perhaps it’s less about running great programs and more about helping the other 
know themselves in light of God’s love for their uniqueness through relationship and empowering 
them to take some risky steps with God.  
 
Discipleship is our mission. I remember after the first church service where I became a Christian at 14 
years, the first thing I did was to go to school the next day and tell all of my friends then drag them 
along to youth group that weekend. I’d never read the Bible, I didn’t know that this was what people 
did in the New Testament when they encountered Jesus. It just seemed natural. I was excited. I mean, 
who in their right mind doesn’t want to share good news?    
 



 
 

Assisting others to embrace their own discipleship is our 
mission. We do this together publicly through worship 
gatherings, we do this in our day-to-day living as we 
participate with God’s Spirit in meeting people where they 
are at, journeying alongside them and pointing them towards 
Jesus as we go.  
 
Discipleship and social responsibility. Recently I have been 
thinking a lot about how social responsibility is also a part of 
my discipleship; using my own personal sense of agency (self-
power) to take actions that intentionally behave my way 
towards creating the kind of society I want to live in, a world 
that reflects the ethics that Jesus taught. This means taking 
intentional steps towards supporting/speaking up for climate 

justice and changing my own behaviours that contribute to the changes we are seeing globally.   
 
It also means allowing my voice to be heard on systemic issues that are impacting our communities, 
confronting power that corrupts and joining with other like-minded people towards action for the 
common good through the Queensland Community Alliance. Where does social responsibility connect 
with your life of discipleship?  
 
Rev Melanie Wheeley is the minister at Moggill Uniting Church.  
 
Share your thoughts today to shape our future for tomorrow. Join the Project Plenty conversation by 
visiting the Project Plenty website or following the Project Plenty Facebook page.  

 

 


