
 
 

Project Plenty: We are recipients 
of God’s abundant grace 
“The great thing about the Uniting Church is that everyone can 
have their say. Anyone who wants to can be involved at just about 
any level or function of our church.”  
 
That’s what I was told as I started confirmation classes as a 
teenager a long time ago.  
 
“We don’t have bishops telling us what to do and acting like they 
know what God wants and we don’t.” “We can all discern God’s 
will.” 
 
I still believe this about our church. Working in an ecumenical 
context as one of 25 or so hospital chaplains at the Royal Brisbane 
and Women’s Hospital, I experience different styles of faith and 
spirituality every day.  
 
God is a great God who will provide everything that is needed to share God’s love with the world at 
every point. Jesus, God’s son, leads us. We have been given God’s Holy Spirit to help and guide us along 
the way.  
 
So why do we often feel so “down” about the church? 
 
At the Festival of Homiletics a couple of years ago, I heard Brian McLaren speak to an audience of 
about 500 ministers and preachers. For the first five minutes of his presentation, McLaren repeated 
these words, “It’s not your fault”. “It’s not your fault that the church is in decline. It is not your fault 
that there has been horrible abuse. It’s not your fault that we’re aging. It’s not your fault that resources 
are getting sparser. It’s not your fault that there are fewer ministers and youth workers. It’s not your 
fault …”  
 
This was liberating for me, not because I had personally felt responsibility for all these things per se, 
but because Brian McLaren reminded me that I, by myself, am NOT responsible for the well-being of 
the Body of Christ. God is in charge of that.  
 
I, by myself, am not responsible for the faith or salvation of the Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital, 
Queensland or the world. God is in charge of that. I am a recipient, along with my sisters and brothers 
in Christ and the whole creation, of the grace of God in abundance—plenty! 
 
There IS enough. We are enough. Because of Christ. It’s not what we do, how much we pray, how 
faithful we might think we are, what rules we put in place. We have enough and we are enough 
because Jesus is our Lord.  
 
We have hope because of God’s love and forgiveness in Christ. We get to thank God. That’s our job. 
That’s what will make us disciples and form us as Christians, followers of Jesus. Worship and enjoy 
God—that’s what the Greater Catechism says is our responsibility. Even if it is only two or three. Jesus 
said that (Matthew 18:20 NRSV).  
 
That’s plenty! Enjoy God. 
 
Rev Dr Wendi Sargeant is a chaplain at the Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital.  
 
Share your thoughts today to shape our future for tomorrow. Join the Project Plenty conversation. 


