
 
 

Project Plenty: The hands and feet of Christ are 
not bricks and mortar 
 
Project Plenty is important for a number of 
reasons. It is an opportunity for us to 
intentionally engage with the life of the 
church. If we get nothing else out of this 
process, it has been valuable to listen and 
spend time with people across the entire life of 
the Synod.  
 
But it is also important that we consider how 
we use our extensive resources from a 
property and people perspective to do great 
things in the name of Christ.  
 
The footprint we have across the state is amazing. The more we can be on the same page, the more we 
can do those great things and the greater our impact. The more that we have an impact on the ground 
and at the grassroots level, that is the hands of Christ in action.  
 
Through Project Plenty we have identified lots of opportunities by asking simple questions like what we 
are doing well, and what can we do better.  
 
Everybody in their local congregation and setting has eyes on their own patch. This is a unique 
opportunity to raise our eyes above the horizon and look through a wide lens. Through Project Plenty 
we have stepped back with a holistic view, looking at the whole, which most don’t have the time or 
resources to do in their day-to-day work.  
 
In my role, my ear is to the ground. What I am hearing is that a big concern of congregations is around 
their people. We own considerable property across the state, however the hands and feet of Christ are 
not bricks and mortar—it’s people who are able to make a difference.  
 
The more that we do together, the more that we are able to discern together as disciples, the greater 
our impact will be.  
 
Advent is a period of new life, rebirth, love, peace and hope. As we journey through Advent and get to 
Christmas, for many a time of happiness, others experience a time of sorrow when they struggle with 
loneliness and loss. Mental health is a common theme that has been brought up throughout the 
Project Plenty process, with a focus on what our congregations can do to support their members who 
are struggling.  
 
My vision for the Uniting Church is that we become experts in supporting people who are struggling 
with mental health. Yes, we have the support of Lifeline and similar institutions, but how amazing it 
would be if our ministers on the front line are equipped with the skills that they need to support 
people who come to them.  
 
Share your thoughts today to shape our future for tomorrow. Join the Project Plenty conversation.  
 
Rev John Ruhle is the Associate General Secretary of the Uniting Church in Australia, Queensland 
Synod.  
 
 


