
 
 

Project Plenty: Covenant delivers fresh start for 
First Peoples engagement  

 
When I think about Project Plenty and the future 
of the Uniting Church, I think of the movement 
across the Uniting Church in Australia, 
Queensland Synod that is truly exciting. Over the 
past seven years since I have been a member of 
the church, I have noticed increased 
opportunities and possibilities created for First 
Peoples, a direct result of the church being more 
open. It is pleasing to see that after many years 
of being stagnant, things like the Covenant 
Action Plan are coming into fruition.  
 
In addition to the Covenant Action Plan there are other key projects being developed that are 
supporting First Peoples within the Uniting Church. One of these was the statement of sovereignty at 
the 15th Assembly, something that really warmed my heart. The fact that the Uniting Church was 
willing to stand and make a declaration to that effect was fantastic.  
 
There are a number of issues currently facing First Peoples within our communities. Issues like family 
services, employment and developing a sense of belonging, but one that is particularly relevant is 
educating the broader public about our culture. How do we hold close to our culture that we know in 
our hearts and our spirits, and how do we fit into a culture and system that is opposite to the way that 
we do things?  
 
One of the ways that the church can help address these issues is identifying the places where the ball 
has been dropped. There are areas where only the church can step in and help members of the 
community and First Peoples. We can’t keep reinventing the wheel. It is important that the church 
develops an ownership of this space.  
 
Areas like prison ministry where the gap between entering incarceration and being released presents 
an opportunity for the Uniting Church. Organisations that have traditionally offered these services no 
longer have funding. Another opportunity is in homelessness, where there is more that the church can 
do to support those who are struggling.  
 
The church has an opportunity to take the lead in some of these areas rather than rehashing what 
other organisations are doing.  
 
My vision for the church is fuelled by partnerships, relationships, education and understanding. I am 
truly pleased with the progress of a partnership between the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian 
Congress (UAICC) and the Uniting Church. In five years’ time, I hope that the UAICC is united as one, so 
that when it comes to a Synod developing a Covenant Action Plan, it is being worked from both sides.  
 
In turn, this will lead to individual congregations having a stronger understanding of the work that the 
UAICC does within the church and identify First Peoples leaders within their communities. I hope that 
moving forward, individual congregations develop an understanding of the land in which they reside. 
 
Natalie Lewis is a member of the Uniting Church and the Project Officer (Covenant Action Plan) 
within the Queensland Synod.  
 
Share your thoughts today to shape our future for tomorrow. Join the Project Plenty conversation at 
the Project Plenty website or by joining the Project Plenty Facebook group.  


