
 
 

Project Plenty: Mission within our schools and 
residential colleges 

 
Our schools and residential colleges find themselves at an important 
juncture. They are wrestling with issues such as the role of the 
teacher, crowding of the curriculum, the appropriate use of 
technology, mental health, financial sustainability, increasing levels of 
compliance and accountability and changing community expectations. 
Add to this the current political climate of Royal Commissions and 
increasing levels of scrutiny and schools and residential colleges are 
facing challenges like never before. 
 
Given that the Queensland Synod portfolio includes 13 affiliated 
schools and five affiliated residential colleges serving over 13,000 
students, it is important that we pay attention to what’s impacting on 
these ministries and how we can best steward our resources and 
grow the kingdom of God in these strategic places.  
 
Project Plenty provides an opportunity for our schools and residential 
colleges to pause and ponder how they might best serve their 
communities into the future given the present and future challenges. Reflecting on how we respond to 
these challenges and proactively shape ministry in our schools and residential colleges is a significant 
opportunity for the church.  
 
According to the Basis of Union we are called to express our faith through worship, witness and service. 
Our schools and residential colleges provide the ideal space in which to do this. Reflecting on how we 
best achieve this into the future is also vital. Schools and residential colleges have been blessed over 
many years and we need to position ourselves to be an ongoing blessing into the future.  
 
Discerning how our schools and residential colleges contribute to God’s mission in Queensland and the 
world is a key component of Project Plenty. Listening to the key voices that shape the respective 
communities provides valuable insight into what we believe schools and residential colleges will look 
like in 2030, our collective aspirations for our schools and residential colleges, how the breadth of the 
church might help support them in achieving their goals and how they might help support the broader 
vision of the Uniting Church. 
 
Mark Bensley is the Executive Officer, Schools and Residential College’s Commission in the Uniting 
Church in Australia, Queensland Synod.  
 
Share your thoughts today to shape our future for tomorrow. Join the Project Plenty conversation.  
 


