
 

HOW TO BE A CHILD SAFE ORGANISATION 

Relevant Legislation 

National Standards for Child Safe Organisations, the Working with Children (Risk Management and Screening) Act 
2000 (Qld) (the Act) and the Working with Children (Risk Management and Screening) Regulation 2011 (Qld) (The 
Regulation).  

Policy 

Safe Ministry with Children policy and procedures has been reviewed to align with legislative obligations, Royal 
Commission recommendations and National Standards for Child Safe Organisations. The outcome has been the 
provision of clear, acceptable boundaries which encompass ministry with children and empowers individuals to 
maintain and protect those boundaries. 

Participation in children’s ministry has been made conditional upon adhering to the code of conduct which sets out the 
boundaries of appropriate and acceptable behaviour. Regardless of position, all individuals are required to maintain 
safety by behaving appropriately and are empowered and compelled to interrupt and report any concerns, breaches or 
suspected breaches. If such issues arise, either with performance or behaviour, appropriate process are to be undertaken 
as outlined in the procedures. 

How to be a child safe organisation 

• Have a statement of commitment that outlines your organisation’s commitment to maintaining the safety 
and well-being of children and young people. Review and re-commit annually. 

• Have a code of conduct (or behavioural standards) that provides clear expectations of the behaviours and 
values required for everyone in your organisation, that promotes respect, and safety for everyone.  

• Have policies for selecting, recruiting, training and managing volunteers and employees, which includes 
ongoing training and support.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Have policies for selecting, recruiting, training and managing volunteers and employees, which includes 
ongoing training and support.  

• Have procedures for handling disclosures and suspicions of harm, which are child-focused and promote the 
safety and well-being of children.  

• Have a plan for managing breaches of your child and youth risk management strategy. This plan also needs 
to outline the consequences for the person and the organisation if the policies and procedures are not 
followed.  

• Have policies and procedures for the blue card system, which includes a register of the blue card status of 
all of your staff and volunteers. Annually review your child and youth risk management strategy. 

• Have a risk management plan for high risk activities and special events. Ensure that policies and procedures 
promote safety and wellbeing while minimising the opportunity for children and young people to be 
harmed, in both physical and online environments.  

• Have strategies for communication and support, which include children and families in promoting child 
safety and well-being, ensures that children are informed about their rights, and that children are taken 
seriously.   

 Implementing a child and youth risk management strategy  

The Uniting Church in Australia, Queensland Synod, has developed the Safe Ministry with Children policies and 
procedures. All congregations, presbyteries and faith communities which adopt and implement the Safe Ministry 
with Children polices, will meet the requirements to be ‘a child safe organisation’: 

• all church councils formally adopt and enact the Safe Ministry with Children Policy annually to meet the 
requirement of the Act and Regulation for a ‘Child and Youth Risk Management Strategy’  

• a council resolution be made if the congregation determines not to conduct child related activity 

• all people working with children are screened, trained, sign a statement of personal commitment to child 
safety and be approved by the church council before commencing. This screening includes interviews, 
referee checks and linking of blue cards. 

For more information, visit the Synod Workplace Health and Safety website or the Safe Ministry with Children policy.   

https://ucaqld.com.au/synod-services/whs-for-congregations/
https://ucaqld.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Safe-Ministry-with-Children-Policy-FINAL-APPROVED-003.pdf

