
 
 

Daring to ask the big questions  

  
It seems a bit audacious to be talking about plenty in a time when everyone is so concerned about 
survival, making ends meet or even just keeping the doors open.  

  
But I guess that is just the point! We’re an asset-rich church in terms of buildings, agency resources and 
people—just to mention the obvious ones. Some of these assets are not as liquid as we’d probably like, 
so what do we do?  

   
The question is how we use these assets, going forward. Do we wait for things (the future) to happen 
to us, or do we seek God’s vision for our imagined future?  

   
Would we do the same with our resources if we had the choice again? Probably not, in many instances. 
So how do we change that? What could be different?  

   
In Mary Burnett we had the first of the Project Plenty meetings on Saturday 30 August, with one more 
to come. The event was well-led and well-attended. We heard many of the expected responses and a 
few “out-of-the-box” ones too.  

  
Big issues were discussed, such as how to get on with making disciples again, and how do we speak and 
operate as one church again.   

   
There were some quite challenging suggestions. Should we rethink fixed stipends for all ministry agents 
no matter how much responsibility and workload they carry? Should we be looking at more part-time 
ministry agents (tentmakers like Paul)? How do we get real engagement at ground level between our 
congregations and our agencies going again? How do we get past virtue-signalling on issues like climate 
change and get into making a real difference (is each congregation owning a compost bin not more 
important than a climate change strike)? How can we better manage the seemingly ever-increasing 
compliance culture that is dominating our society and now our church?   

   
We didn’t have many answers, but we certainly asked the questions!   

   
Rev Chris Crause is the Presbytery Minister for the Mary Burnett Presbytery.   

  
Share your thoughts today to shape our future for tomorrow. Join the Project Plenty conversation at 
the Project Plenty website or the Project Plenty Facebook group.  

http://www.ucaqld.com.au/projectplenty
https://www.facebook.com/groups/projectplenty/?source_id=167214413430454

