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Chaplaincy Sunday 9 June 2019 

                           
               

Suggested Liturgy 

Chaplaincy Sunday 2019 is suggested for 9 
June. The suggested readings for that day are:  

• Acts 16:9-15 

• Psalm 67 

• Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 

• John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9 

As congregations and communities of faith 

may celebrate Chaplaincy Sunday at other 

times, worship leaders are encouraged to 

incorporate the theme of Chaplaincy Sunday 

2019, Living Faith in Every Space, into the 

liturgy for that day together with aspects of 

this suggested liturgy as appropriate. Where 

worship elements are responsive, the 

congregation responses are in bold. 

Suggested Hymns/Songs 

Together to celebrate 

Song Select 

Carolyn Hymns 

Lectionary song  

Hymnary 

The work of the people  

Call to worship 

Based on Psalm 67 

One:  May God be gracious to you and bless 
you. May God’s face shine upon you!  

All: May God be gracious to you and bless 
you. May God’s face shine upon you!  

One: Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

All:  let all the peoples praise you. 

One: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
    for you judge people fairly 
    and guide the nations upon earth. 

All: Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
    let all the peoples praise you. 

One: May God continue to bless us; 

All: let all the ends of the earth revere God. 

Acknowledgement of country 

You are invited to include this as appropriate 
to your community. Remember to pay your 
respects to indigenous elders—past, present 
and emerging. 

https://togethertocelebrate.com.au/
https://songselect.ccli.com/
http://www.carolynshymns.com/
http://lectionarysong.blogspot.com.au/p/lectionary-index.html
https://hymnary.org/browse/lectionary
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/
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Introduction to theme  
Explain that the community is celebrating 
Chaplaincy Sunday, which this year takes the 
theme, Living faith in every space. 

God’s Holy Spirit invites us to share the Good 
News of God’s love into many different 
contexts or spaces—to be the Body of Christ 
in the world. As Christ’s hands and feet, ears 
and eyes, each one of us is called to live out 
faith wherever we are. Living out our faith 
means acting in ways that reflect the way of 
Jesus. As St Francis is thought to have said, 
“Preach the Good News at all times. If 
necessary use words.” Actions often speak 
louder than words. 

Chaplains minister in a wide variety of 
contexts. Being a chaplain means living faith 
in every space by sharing God’s love, comfort, 
peace and guidance in all sorts of situations, 
events and settings in everyday life, including 
those that are difficult, unusual or even 
dangerous. Chaplains’ work involves 
intentionally pointing to Jesus.  

Every one of us can serve God this same way, 
living—(embodying/incarnating/acting 
on/conducting ourselves in, enjoying) faith, 
wherever we are, in whatever spaces we find 
ourselves. 

Prayers of thanksgiving and 
confession  

One: Loving God, 
In all times and in all spaces 

All: You are with us. Thank you. 

One: For eyes to gaze on the beauty of your 
earth—the rushing surf, the delicate dew 
drop.  

All: You are with us. Thank you.  

One: For ears to listen to the whistling wind, 
the gentle voice of a friend. 

All: You are with us. Thank you.  

One: For hands to hold, for feet to walk on 
wet grass. 

All: You are with us. Thank you.  

One: For taste buds delighting in food and 
drink. For noses enjoying the scent of a rose, 
the aroma of fried onions. 

All: You are with us. Thank you.  

One: Loving God, 

In all times and in all spaces 

All: You are with us. Thank you.  

One: And yet, loving God, we so often let you 
down. We let ourselves down. 

All: Please forgive us. 

(Silence) 

One: We have missed the mark when it comes 
to loving our neighbour as ourselves. We have 
put our own needs above those of others and 
have forgotten that you are with us 

All: In all times and in all spaces. Please 
forgive us.  
(Silence) 

One: We have walked away so many times, 
and yet your love keeps accepting us back… 
Help us to turn away from anything that 
blocks our friendship with you… Help us to 
forgive ourselves… In Jesus’ name we pray, 
Amen.  
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Declaration of Forgiveness 

One: In all times and in all spaces, God is love! 
God’s living faith is in every space by God’s 
Holy Spirit. By his life, death and resurrection, 
Jesus has freed us from sin and death. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

The Peace 

You are invited to take time to acknowledge 
the peace of God that reconciles us to one 
another in Christ. 

We listen for the Word of God 

Bible readings 

Message  

Chaplaincy focus 
If you don’t have a chaplain who is presenting 

you might like to show the Day in the Life of a 

Uniting Church chaplain video available at 

https://ucaqld.com.au/about-us/chaplaincy/  

This could be followed by some discussion 

around the breadth of chaplaincy across the 

Uniting Church and a focus on drawing out 

from the people some of the opportunities 

that they could envisage in the different 

contexts where the role of chaplaincy might be 

involved in Living faith in every space.  

You may wish to share one or more of the 

chaplains’ stories provided for Chaplaincy 

Sunday (each story has a companion 

PowerPoint slide), or to provide an 

opportunity for sharing the stories of people 

from your own community. 

Affirmation of faith  

(Adapted from a prayer of the L’arche 
Community. Based on the Nicene Creed.) 

One: Do you believe and trust in God, the 
Caring Creator, who made the world? 

All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

One: Do you believe and trust in God’s Son, 
Jesus Christ, who redeemed humankind? 

All: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, 
our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 

One: Do you believe and trust in God’s Holy 
Spirit, who gives life to the people of God? 

All: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy 
Universal Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body and the life everlasting.  

One: This is the faith of the Church. 

All: This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 

  

https://ucaqld.com.au/about-us/chaplaincy/
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Offering 

Prayers of the people  

One: Holy and loving God,  

All: In your faithfulness, Lord hear our prayer. 

We pray for your fragile world. In every 
hidden corner of life, you are here, and yet we 
have often taken you for granted. Help us to 
live faith in every space. We pray for those 
who are threatened by war, oppression, 
poverty or natural disaster—may your peace 
and courage fill them with hope.  

All: In your faithfulness, Lord hear our prayer. 

We pray for your glorious world, for its natural 
beauty and gifted people. Help us to live faith 
in every space. We pray for this place and 
everything that is a part of it—for 
communities, for governments, for leaders 
and lawmakers—may your insight, justice and 
gentleness fill them with compassion. 

All: In your faithfulness, Lord hear our prayer. 

We pray for your people in need. Help us to 
live faith in every space. We pray for those 
who feel excluded or ostracised, those who 
struggle to be heard, those whose lives feel 
empty—may your love and comfort gather 
them in. 

All: In your faithfulness, Lord hear our prayer. 

We pray for those in particular need today, 
especially and we pray for all those who are 
unwell in body, mind or spirit—may your 
healing and wholeness bring strength and 
refreshment. Be in the heads and hearts and 
hands of all who bring spiritual nourishment, 
learning, medicine and fullness of life to 
others.  

All: Help us to live faith in every space.  We 
pray in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Word of Mission 

Blessing  

From St Patrick’s Breastplate:  

Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ 
behind me, Christ before me, 

Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to 
comfort and restore me, 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ in 
quiet, Christ in danger, 

Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in 
mouth of friend and stranger. 


