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Introductory Notes 

This is not an order of service because it is not 

ordered. The different elements are present but 

you will need to order them according to your 

normal order of service. 

You do not need to have different people 

reading, singing or greeting in their own 

language. It is better to have a good worship 

leader who can learn to say the few phrases in 

the different languages even if the pronunciation 

is not very good. 

If your congregation has children teach them the 

welcome phrases and get them to welcome the 

people. each child can learn a few phrases so all 

of them would welcome the people in the 

different languages. 

if you process into the church include the cross, 

the candle and the bible in the procession with 

people from different cultures and the children. 

If you can find clap-stick or a conch or a gong or 

any other cultural instrument that is used to call 

people to gather use that as the procession 

starts. you could also dance as you process. 

If you have people in your congregation who 

speak languages other than those in the 

welcome list add those phrases as well. 

Some suggestions for songs and hymns are 

included with a short history of the song. If you 

wish to use other songs, include a short history 

of that song to put them into their context. The 

United Methodist Church Discipleship website 

has some resources: 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/hymn

s-hymn-singing-hymnals-hymnology. You can 

also find information on Wikipedia. 
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WELCOME 

G’dday! (Australian) 

Budyari Melinawul! (Dharug - use the 

Aboriginal language of the land you worship on. 

Goedemorgen! (Dutch)  

Madainn mhath! (Scotish)

 pronounced mattain va 

Dzień dobry! (Polish)

 pronounced jen dobri 

Buna dimineatsa! (Romanian) 

Bon Jour! (French) 

Buongiorno! (Italian) 

Mālō e lelei! (Tongan) 

Bula vinaka! (Fijian) 

Talofa lava! (Samoan) 

Anyong haseo (Korean) 

Ohayōgozaimasu! (Japanese) 

Zǎoshang hǎo! (Chinese) 

Bing Ann! (Taiwanese) 

Namaste! (Indian) 

Kia ora! (Maori) 

Kia Orana (Cook Island) 

Fakaalofa atu! (Niuean) 

Marhaba! (Arabic) 

Parev! (Armenian) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY 

We acknowledge the First People (name of local 

group if known), the traditional owners and 

custodians of this land, and pay respect to elders 

past and present. 

We gather in this place, sacred to name of 

church and to generations of people and families 

in this community, and we acknowledge that this 

place was sacred to the First People of this land 

whose ancient paths of life and law guided by 

God now merge with our own. 

With the First People of this place, with all who 

seek the way and wisdom of Christ, we worship 

God. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

We are the Body of Christ, 

those who remind the world 

of a love which knows no ending and which is 

given in costliness. 

We gather here to worship the God 

who calls all people towards justice and 

demonstrates that life 

in the everlasting example of Jesus of Nazareth. 

We are the Body of Christ, 

gathered in celebration and sharing all the gifts  

which we can spread out into a waiting world. 

Together, life can be enlarged and enhanced, 

bearing witness to the creativity of God and the 

wonder of the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God! Amen. 

There is celebration here today. 

Here we will chat away, songs will be sung 

truths will be spoken, and joy will be shared. 

Come, join us, we are all invited, no one is 

excluded, we are guests of the Father, guests of 

the Son, guests of the Holy One. 

 

 



 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of Reconciliation, 

The choices we make reveal who we are. 

Choosing the lies of the world, we do not 

strengthen our love with the truth of your Word. 

Choosing independent and isolated lives, we do 

not reflect your Spirit in our actions towards 

others.  

Choosing to close our ears to those who need 

our care, we reject the softening touch of love to 

our hardened truth.  

Choosing to exalt the powerful of our day, we 

are unable to follow the One whose weakness 

gives us life. 

Forgive us, God who became weak for our sake. 

Do not turn your face from us, but help us to 

face ourselves honestly. Free us from our 

captivity, so we may faithfully follow Jesus 

Christ, our King, our Lord, our Saviour. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

God of Creation, 

you call us to love and serve you 

with body, mind, and spirit 

through loving your creation 

and our sisters and brothers. 

Open our hearts in compassion 

and receive these petitions 

on behalf of the needs of the church and the 

world. 

Mysterious, stranger God, 

Never confined by culture, colour, class or creed, 

Meeting us anew in the mystery of the stranger, 

Becoming in Jesus both refugee and migrant. 

Thank you for newcomers, 

Settling bravely in Australia's remoteness, 

Forsaking familiar, families and friends, 

For stranger's insecurity in a strange land. 

 

Stranger God of the stranger, 

Ever welcoming excluded outsiders 

Celebrating life's richness in difference and 

diversity, 

May your Spirit still stir this cultural mix, 

Australia, 

That we may continue to embrace the gift of 

new migrants, 

Including their skills, valuing their difference. 

And in them, meeting You. 

God of humanity, 

In our brokenness and division give us the unity 

of the Spirit with the wisdom that our diversity 

of thought and beliefs enriches our 

conversations 

give wisdom to those who govern us, 

a sense of justice to those who wield power, 

That their decisions be life-giving. 

May such wisdom endure like the sun and moon, 

giving light from one age to the next. 

May justice flourish in our days, 

and abundance of peace till the moon be no 

more. 

May wisdom reign from sea to sea, 

following the great rivers and from the flaming 

red centre. 

May all the leaders of the peoples seek wisdom, 

the nation serve the way of justice and truth. 

…Insert your prayer for your church and the 

world here. Some optional prayers in the same 

style are available below. 

God of diversity, 

From different thoughts and beliefs we come to 

worship you. As we share our stories of faith 

with others, give us the understanding that in 

our diversity our lives are enriched. 

Knit us together in mutual love and help us to 

dwell in true community. 

 



 

 

 

As we join with the church around the world in 

the prayer that our Lord Jesus Christ taught us. 

Unite us in your love as we say the words in 

different languages: 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

OPTIONAL PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

God of compassion, 

Give us the passion to respond to the needs of 

refugees and asylum seekers, not to see them as 

burdens, and shift our care onto others. 

Show us how to act with generosity and 

compassion. 

We pray for people living in fear of detention 

and removal, and for those in detention at this 

time, facing an uncertain future. 

Help us show them your love and presence, and 

fill us with peace that will overflow to them. 

Open our eyes, that we may see injustice, 

Open our ears, that we may hear a stranger’s 

cry. 

Open our mouths, that we may speak words of 

welcome. Bless the work of our hands so that 

together we may act. 

God of healing, 

We thank you for the many ways that you touch 

our lives - giving us hope in the midst of despair; 

comfort and strength to live, when we are at our 

most vulnerable. 

Be with all those today who are suffering - living 

with brokenness and pain. We especially 

remember today names. 

May your Spirit be a comforting and healing 

presence in their lives. 

May they find peace and nurture within 

relationships and communities of safety and 

trust. 

Open our eyes and give us wisdom to see where 

we can bring your healing and hope in our 

relationships, neighbourhoods and communities 

as your hopeful and compassionate people. 

 

God of our congregation, 

It is your joy to call men and women to serve you 

across the barriers of race and language and 

culture, to lead your church in its pilgrimage 

towards the promised end. 

We bring our church council to you in prayer. In 

their planning give them the unity of the Spirit 

with the wisdom that their diversity enriches 

their conversations. 

Strengthen them with the gifts of the Spirit,  and 

help them to serve the church, especially the 

poor, the lowly and the marginalised. 

Give them a vivid sense of your presence in the 

world and a knowledge of how to show it to 

others.  

Give them strength and courage, and satisfy 

their longing to make known the good news of 

Christ. 

We pray for our minister and leaders 

Bless them along the humble road, to serve and 

support but not to lead. 

When they face danger, save them from fear; 

When the are disheartened, be their friend; 

When they think they have failed, show them 

the cross. 

Give them peace in their hearts, and peace in 

their home, and the joy of acceptance by those 

they serve. 

Comfort and heal when they suffer in body, 

mind, or  

spirit; give them courage and hope in their 

troubles, and  

bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Make the door of this house wide enough to 

receive all who need human love and fellowship; 

narrow enough to shut out all envy, pride and 

strife. 

Make its threshold smooth enough to be no 

stumbling block to children, nor to straying feet, 

but rugged and strong enough to turn back the 

tempter’s power. God make the door of this 

house the gateway to your eternal kingdom. 



 

 

God of the Uniting Church, 

You are always faithful and loving to your 

people. Enable your people to be the Church - a 

reconciled people, a holy people, a uniting 

people, a missionary people, and in all things a 

people gladly submissive to the truth you have 

shown us in yourself. Weave us together as your 

church and lead us, as the Uniting Church, to do 

justice for all, and when we fail for any reason 

give us the grace to accept and the wisdom to 

walk with those who have been hurt. 

 

HYMN/SONG SUGGESTIONS 

The Church's One Foundation 

The Church's One Foundation was written in the 

1860s by Samuel John Stone. 

The song was written as a direct response to the 

schism within the Church of South Africa caused 

by John William Colenso, first Bishop of Natal, 

who denounced much of the Bible as fictitious. 

This topic is alluded to within the fourth verse of 

the text "Though with a scornful wonder men 

see her sore oppressed, by schisms rent asunder, 

by heresies distressed." When Bishop Colenso 

was deposed for his teachings, he appealed to 

the higher ecclesiastical authorities in England. 

It was then that Samuel Stone became involved 

in the debate. It inspired him to write a set of 

hymns based on the Apostles' Creed in 1866. He 

titled it, Lyra Fidelium; Twelve Hymns on the 

Twelve Articles of the Apostles' Creed. "The 

Church's One Foundation" is based on the ninth 

article, The holy Catholic Church; The 

Communion of Saints. 

 

O God of Every Nation 

This hymn won first place in a contest co-

sponsored by the Hymn Society of America and 

the National Council of Churches. It was first 

sung at the Council's Fifth World Order 

Conference held in Cleveland, Ohio, November 

1958. The Hymn Society published it in Twelve 

New World Order Hymns (1958). 

To appreciate the context of the poem, one 

must recall that the late 1950s followed two 

world wars and the Korean War. The Cold War, 

dated by some scholars between 1945-1991, 

was fully blown by 1958. Soviet Premier Nikita 

Khrushchev, while addressing a group of 

Western ambassadors at a reception at the 

Polish embassy in Moscow on November 18, 

1956, declared, "We will bury you!" While the 

Premier denied this later, many in the West 

interpreted his statement as a nuclear threat 

that could lead to World War III. 

How may a hymn address such a theme? The 

Rev. Reid offers an approach that combined 

personal experience, theological understanding, 

parish knowledge, and poetic skill. Reid served in 

the United States Army Medical Corps (1943-

1945), earned three battle stars, and was 

imprisoned in Germany for eight months. He 

understood the nature of war. His theological 

education at Yale Divinity School, service in local 

congregations, and cultivation of the craft of 

hymn writing provide the background for this 

hymn. 

The first stanza begins by addressing the "God of 

every nation, of every race and land." The poet 

realized that peace might only be wrought 

ultimately among nations and not solely through 

the efforts of any one country. The 

interdependence among nations, rather than the 

independence of countries, provides the 

potential for achieving peace. The first stanza 

continues to petition God to "redeem your 

whole creation" and "heal our strife-torn world." 

The second stanza boldly identifies some of the 

causes of strife: the "search for wealth and 

power," the "scorn of truth and right." In what 

was undoubtedly an autobiographical note, the 

poet also laments the "trust in bombs that 

shower/destruction through the night." Another 



 

 

cause of strife is the "pride of race and station." 

As in the first stanza, Reid concludes with a 

broad petition, "deliver every nation, eternal 

God, we pray." 

The third stanza is a plea for strength for "all 

who labor" that they "may find release . . . from 

rattling saber [and the] dread of war's increase", 

or, as we say today, escalating conflict. Again, 

God is directly addressed: "let your voice be 

heard" so that we might have "hope and 

courage" and a "faith that none can alter." 

The final stanza pleads for a "bright . . . vision" of 

the cessation of "war . . ., hatred and division." 

Offering an antithesis to the metaphorical night 

that shadows a world of impending destruction, 

the poet looks toward the "dawn . . . [of the] 

morning" where Christ will reign in "truth and 

justice." 

 

Jesu, Jesu;  

Kneels at the feet of his friends. 

"Jesu, Jesu" is Colvin's most popular hymn. The 

melody is adapted from a Ghanaian folk song he 

heard during his years of service in that country. 

The tune name CHEREPONI comes from a town 

in northern Ghana, where the hymn was written. 

The harmonization written for the UM Hymnal 

does not reflect an African musical style.  

Because of the reference to foot washing in 

stanza 1 (John 13:1-17), this hymn may be used 

successfully during Holy Week. However, the 

general theme of service makes the hymn 

appropriate for any time of the year. The 

dominant theme is the equality of all peoples in 

Christ (John 13:16). All people -- "rich and poor" 

and "black and white" -- are our neighbors.  

The focus on our neighbors recalls Luke 10:27 

where, following a conversation with a lawyer 

who tempted him in a discussion of the law, 

Christ responds, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy 

God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 

with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and 

thy neighbor as thyself."  

 

One might also see this hymn as a model for a 

new relationship between the former colonizers 

and those who were colonized. A "one-way" 

mission approach characterized the 19th and 

much of the 20th centuries where missionaries 

brought the Gospel to a foreign land. Now that 

the gospel has taken root around much of the 

world, this hymn suggests that relationships 

among all peoples should be as equals, where 

our love for each other through Christ "puts us 

on our knees, serving as though we were slaves." 

(stanza 4)  

The composition of the hymn itself is symbolic of 

collaboration between two cultures. The text 

comes from a European Christian inspired by his 

service in Ghana. The melody comes from a 

West African country. In this composition, even 

the act of hymn singing may become a metaphor 

for neighborly relationships that are possible in 

Christ. 

 

O-so-so; 
Come Now, O Prince of Peace 
 
The Korean words are fairly simple and are 
transliterated in the link below.  
Sheet music and words: 
https://hymnary.org/hymn/SNC/page/212 
 
MP3 of the music: 
https://hymnary.org/hymn/GG2013/103 
 
Youtube of the song: 

https://youtu.be/j23MPHqtPR0 

This hymn stimulates conversation and 

encourages dialogue between groups, especially 

those with cultural, political, doctrinal, or 

ideological differences. It has been sung in many 

international and ecumenical gatherings with 

much success. This hymn brings people together. 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/SNC/page/212
https://hymnary.org/hymn/GG2013/103
https://youtu.be/j23MPHqtPR0


 

 

Korea was divided into two countries in 1953 at 

the end of the Korean War. Though fighting has 

ceased, the region remains tense since the 

conflict did not end with a peace treaty. The 

southern half of the Korean Peninsula has 

embraced modern Democracy, while the north 

has a very isolated Communist government. Mr. 

Lee is among the many Anglicans actively 

working toward reunification of the Korean 

peninsula.  

Mr. Lee composed the words and music of his 

hymn in 1988 while attending a workshop at 

Bossey, Geneva, with the World Council of 

Churches. Marion Pope, a missionary from the 

U.S., provided the paraphrase.  

This song has been used widely in ecumenical 

gatherings since it first appeared in the hymnal, 

Sound the Bamboo (1990), an ecumenical Asian 

Christian hymnal sponsored by the Christian 

Conference of Asia. More recent North American 

hymnals now incorporate this hymn as well.  

I met Professor Lee in 1999 in Seoul, where he 

had just returned from North Korea with a group 

of artists in an exchange program. The 

reunification of his homeland is an underlying 

theme of many of his works.  

The triple meter of the melody is typical of 

Korean music. The Western harmonic 

approach—sounding in a minor mode—gives a 

sense of longing to our ears. Each stanza is a 

petition, requesting the “Prince of Peace” to 

“come” to us and to “reconcile” us to “all 

people” and “all nations.”  

The text is direct in its requests: “make us one 

body” and “set us free.” The petitions are 

addressed to God through a variety of names: 

“Prince of Peace,” “God of Love,” “God our 

Savior” and “Hope of Unity.” Each of these 

names establishes the authority and attributes 

of the One who can truly provide a cessation of 

conflict (pax in Latin) and wholeness and healing 

(shalom in Hebrew). 

LECTIONARY READINGS  

Sunday 26 August 2018 

1 Kings 8:(1,6,10-11), 22-30, 41-43 
 
Psalm 84 
 
Ephesians 6:10-20 
 
John 6:56-69 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thankyou to Mr Levon Kardashion, Multicultural 

Project Officer, South Moreton Presbytery, for 

preparing this resource. 

 

 


