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Suggested Liturgy 

Chaplaincy Sunday 2018 is suggested for June 
10. The lectionary readings for that day 
(Pentecost 3) are:  

• 1 Sm 8:4-11 (12-15) 16-20 (11:14-15) 

• Psalm 138 

• 2 Cor 4:13-5:1 

• Mk 3:20-35  

As congregations may celebrate Chaplaincy 
Sunday at other times, worship leaders are 
encouraged to incorporate the theme of 
Chaplaincy Sunday 2018, Making Connections, 
into the liturgy for that day together with 
aspects of this suggested liturgy as 
appropriate. 

Where worship elements are responsive, the 
congregation responses are in bold. These 
responsive elements are also provided on 
PowerPoint slides. 

Suggested Hymns/Songs 

Together to celebrate 

Song Select 

Carolyn Hymns 

Word towardship  

Lectionary song  

Hymnary 

The work of the people  

 

 

Call to worship 

Worship Leader: 
We thank you, Creator God, for your vision for 
justice and wholeness for your world. May we 
grow in your love, wisdom, and presence so 
that in the face of injustice and suffering we 
may become leaders helping to usher in your 
peace to all creation. Amen 

One: Listen! Too many sounds, too many 
voices, too many people shouting in 
our ears. 

All: To whom do we listen? 

One: We listen to the media, thinking they 
will tell us what we need to know. 

All: But do we listen to God? 

One: We listen to advertisements, thinking 
they will give what we need. 

All: But do we listen to God? 

One: We listen to other’s judgements, 
thinking they will show us the way. 

All: But do we listen to God? 

One:  Listen! To the One who made us, the 
One who gives us life, the One who 
shows us the way. Listen, for God is 
speaking, here in this time and place. 

Hymn/song of praise  

Choose one that is relevant to the scriptures 
and theme. 

 

https://togethertocelebrate.com.au/
https://songselect.ccli.com/
http://www.carolynshymns.com/
http://wordtoworship.com/search/node/%7BPsalm%20138;%201%20Samuel%208:4-11;%201%20Samuel%2012-15;%201%20Samuel%2016-20;%201%20Samuel%2011:14-15;%202%20Corinthians%204:13-5:1;%20Mark%203:20-35%7D
http://lectionarysong.blogspot.com.au/p/lectionary-index.html
https://hymnary.org/browse/lectionary
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/
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Acknowledgement of country 

You are invited to include this as appropriate 
to your community. 

Introduction to theme  

Explain that the congregation is celebrating 
Chaplaincy Sunday which this year takes the 
theme, Making Connections. 

This theme highlights the many and diverse 
ways in which the expanding role of 
chaplaincy is involved in Making Connections 
for, between and on behalf of others: 
Connections with God, oneself, spirituality, 
families, the other, communities, faith groups, 
purpose and passion, the common good and 
transforming culture to name a few. 

Prayers of adoration and 
confession  
God of all: 
You cherish your creation and we praise you. 
With earth, air, water and fire, 
we your children praise you. 
With our lips, with our lives, 
in all our diversity, each one made in your 
image, we praise you. 
Because in Jesus, you came to share 
our human lives, our sorrow and joy, 
we praise you. 
Because your Spirit is at work today: 
Encouraging, enabling, surprising us, 
we praise you. 
Poor as we are, you give us hope,  
meaning and purpose 
and we praise you. 
Pause 

 

 

 

God who speaks: 

We can be distracted by the constant 
pressures in our lives: the accounts we have 
yet to pay, the better job that we yearn for, 
that newest gadget that we think we need 
(sound maker #1 begins banging a pot, but not 
loud enough to drown out the speaker); 

We can be distracted by instantaneous 
communication: the messages that are 
pouring in, the calls that keep coming, the 
social networks that never shut down 
(sound maker #2 starts playing a mobile 
phone ringtone); 

We can be distracted by information: the 24-
hour news cycle, libraries and entertainment 
at the click of a mouse, medical and life-style 
information changing every day 
(sound maker #3 starts reading an article 
aloud). 

But God, we seek to focus on you 
(sound maker #1 stops and is silent). 

We want to communicate with you 
(sound maker#2 stops and is silent). 

We want to know more about you 
(sound maker #3 stops and is silent). 

God of the world: 

Forgive us for the times when we allow 
ourselves to be distracted from living in your 
way, for the times when we want more than 
we need, and for desiring all else above your 
truth in our lives. May we hear the sound of 
your forgiveness as you help us to live as 
your children, renewed and reborn in your 
love. Amen 
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Passing the peace  

In Christ, we are reconciled to God and to one 
another. 

Let us then share a sign of that reconciliation 
with those sitting near us. 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Chaplaincy focus 

If you don’t have a chaplain who is presenting 
you might like to show the Day in the Life of a 
Uniting Church chaplain video available at 
https://ucaqld.com.au/about-us/chaplaincy/  

This could be followed by some discussion 
around the breadth of chaplaincy across the 
Uniting Church and a focus on drawing out 
from the people some of the opportunities 
that they could envisage in the different 
contexts where the role of chaplaincy might be 
involved in Making Connections.  

You may wish to share one or more of the 
chaplains’ stories provided for Chaplaincy 
Sunday (each story has a companion 
PowerPoint slide), or to provide an 
opportunity for sharing the stories of people 
from your own community. 

Hymn/song 

Choose one that is relevant to the scriptures 
and theme. 

Bible readings  

Message 

 

 

Affirmation of faith  

Invite people to share this affirmation: 

We believe in God, 
Holy source of all that is. 
 
We believe in God, 
Who has spoken the eternal Word in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
We believe in God, 
Ceaselessly breathing the Spirit into creation. 
 
We trust in God’s love and wisdom: 
Fully revealed in the humanity of Jesus 
Christ, 
Present to us through the Spirit’s working in 
the church and beyond. 
 
We believe that God is calling the whole 
creation into a future of justice and peace. 
We share in Christ’s risen life, 
And commit ourselves today to receive 
The coming reign of God. 
To the only God, Three yet One, 
Be all honour and glory and praise 
Now and for ever. Amen 

Hymn/song 

Choose one that is relevant to the scriptures, 
theme and message. 

Offering 

Prayers of the people  

You may choose the following or look for 
creative, interactive and engaging ways in 
which prayers might be offered. 

Loving God in Christ, 

https://ucaqld.com.au/about-us/chaplaincy/
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You created a world of beauty and promise, 
but we have made places of ugliness and 
despair: hear our prayers for the preservation 
of the earth. We pray for careful stewardship 
of the resources of the earth, for respect for 
its wonder and diversity that we may live in 
harmony with our environment. Silence 

Through our lives and by our prayers: Your 
kingdom come 

You have shown us ways of justice and 
righteousness, but we have chosen paths of 
violence and greed: hear our prayers for the 
nations of the world. We pray for an end to 
bloodshed and oppression, for an equitable 
sharing of the good gifts of the earth, that we 
may live together in peace and prosperity. 
Silence 

Through our lives and by our prayers: Your 
kingdom come 

You rescue the weak and save those in 
distress, but we have abandoned the 
vulnerable and neglected those in need: hear 
our prayers for the people of our 
communities. We pray for welcome for the 
stranger and acceptance for the outsider, for 
assistance for the hungry, the homeless and 
those without work, that we may learn to love 
and care for each other. Silence 

Through our lives and by our prayers: Your 
kingdom come 

You are generous and loving to all people, but 
we have been selfish and uncaring towards 
each other: hear our prayers for all who 
suffer: We pray for encouragement for the 
despairing, consolation for the sorrowing, for 
relief for those who are in pain and peace for 
those close to death, that they may know your 
comfort and strength. Silence  

Through our lives and by our prayers: Your 
kingdom come 

Hymn/song 

Choose one that is relevant to the scriptures 
and theme. 

Blessing and send out 

Go now, into all the world, 

and live before God in openness and integrity. 
Set your minds on the ways of God, 
not clinging to your own ways. 

And may God give you justice and freedom; 
May Christ Jesus set you free for love; 
and may the Holy Spirit guide and empower 
you on your way.  

Amen. 

Final hymn/song 

Choose one that is relevant to the scriptures 
and theme. 

 

 

 


