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Suggested liturgy
Chaplaincy Sunday 2017 is suggested for May 21. The 
lectionary readings for that day (Easter 6) are:

• Acts 17:22-31
• Psalm 66:8-20
• 1 Peter 3:13-22
• John 14:15-21

As congregations may celebrate Chaplaincy Sunday 
at other times, worship leaders are encouraged to 
incorporate the theme of Chaplaincy Sunday 2017, All 
Ages. All Stages, into the liturgy for that day together with 
aspects of this suggested liturgy as appropriate. 

Where worship elements are responsive, the congregation 
responses are in bold italics. These responsive elements 
are also provided on PowerPoint slides.

Because of the whole-of-family focus of this service, look 
for ways to include intergenerational involvement and 
engagement. Possible areas include:

• Shared scripture readings 
• Contemporary dramatised readings
• Skits or drama as part of the reflection/message
• Prayers offered by one generation for another 
• Interactive prayer time, e.g. sand prayer activity 
• Storytelling, e.g. invite people to share a story 

highlighting a time when a chaplain has supported 
them and their family. 

Suggested hymns/songs 
SIS/P&W This is my commandment 
ATG 533 I am the way 
SCE 216 I love your presence 
DMAC  (kid-friendly) With all your heart 
ATA 192 Spirit of peace 
ATW 494 For you, deep stillness 
P&W 779 Holy Spirit come 
SCE 273 You are the Christ 
SCE[2] 745/HS Holy Spirit rain down 
SCE 196/HS I believe the promise 
GGIVES[4] 18  kids! Come now Holy Spirit 
P&W 454/SIS 303 Spirit of the living God 
SCE 568 What kind of love of this 
SIS 465/P&W 403 Be bold, be strong! 
ATO 329/P&W 763 This kingdom 
TIS 655/P&W 477 Spirit song  
 (O let the Son of God enfold you)
TIS 153   God is love, let heav’n adore him

TIS 100 All creatures of our God and King
TIS 473 Community of Christ
TIS 650 Brother, sister, let me serve you
TIS 648 Help us accept each other
TIS 411 Filled with the Spirit’s power
TIS 412 God sends us his Spirit  
 (Spirit friend)
TIS 420 Holy Spirit, go before us
TIS 468 We are your people

Call to worship
The response line can be spoken by different people from 
different places in the room.

When the way is difficult, and the path is lonely, Jesus says:I 
will not leave you alone. 

When the journey is smooth, and the travelling easy,  
Jesus says: 
I will not leave you alone.

When the horizon is far, and the call is clear, Jesus says: 
I will not leave you alone.

When the place is here, and the time now, Jesus says: 
I will not leave you alone. 

Ever present God, 
as we reflect on the mystery and the miracle  
of your presence with us and amongst us  
at every age, at all times and through all times, 
anchor us in your love, 
ground us in your peace, 
and open us to the truth and the comfort  
of your Spirit, today and always.  
Amen. 

Acknowledgement of country
You are invited to include this as appropriate to your 
community.
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Hymn/song of praise
Choose one that is relevant to the scriptures and theme.

Introduction to theme
Explain that the congregation is celebrating Chaplaincy 
Sunday which this year takes the theme, All Ages. All Stages. 
This theme highlights the many and diverse ways in which 
chaplains, regardless of context, support young people and 
their families, people of all ages, through all stages, to live life 
in all its fullness.

Prayers of adoration and confession
In you we live and move  
and all we are is known to you —  
the depths of fear and the heights of hope 
and the endlessness of our need for love: 
Loving God, we adore you.

In you is space and breadth and room 
for each of us to be ourselves —  
to stretch and breathe, to laugh and cry 
and sound the songs we long to sing: 
Loving God, we adore you.

In you we find ourselves fulfilled —  
the unknown God, unseen, unnamed, 
the great I AM who is, for us, 
the word of life, made flesh, come true: 
Loving God, we adore you.

Pause

Let us join together in our prayer of confession:

God of all: 
For fearing the unknown and failing to search and seek 
after truth: 
God, forgive us.

For fearing the faith of others and limiting your love to 
people like us: 
God, forgive us.

For being content with the outward forms of religion and 
being afraid to change for good: 
God, forgive us.

For placing our trust in money and status and failing to 
honour one another in openness and trust: 
God, forgive us. 

God of all:  
Show us your ways, guide us in your truth. 
Teach us how to live for you and for one another.

Declaration of forgiveness
God is good and quick to forgive. Let us trust in God’s 
promises and make a new start; living as forgiven and 
renewed people.  
Amen. Thanks be to God!

Passing the peace
In Christ, we are reconciled to God and to one another. 
Let us then share a sign of that reconciliation with those 
sitting near us.

The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Chaplaincy focus
If you don’t have a chaplain who is presenting you might 
begin by drawing out from the people their understanding/
knowledge/experiences of the ministry of chaplaincy, in 
particular the many and varied expressions of this ministry 
within the Uniting Church. The following brief points could 
then be made if they have not already been elicited from 
your interaction:

• Chaplaincy puts the church on the front line of many 
areas of need in the community.

• The Uniting Church currently has chaplains serving 
in the areas of aged care, health care both public 
and private, education including schools and tertiary 
institutions, prison ministry including First Peoples, 
industry, police and emergency services and Defence 
Forces.   

• The ministry of chaplains helps fulfil the commitment 
of the Uniting Church to be a church for all people, 
offering ministries that help us reflect God’s love for all 
people, of all ages and through all the stages of life.

You may wish to share one or more of the chaplains’ 
stories provided for Chaplaincy Sunday (each story has a 
companion PowerPoint slide), or to provide an opportunity 
for sharing the stories of people from your own community.

Hymn/song 
Choose one that is relevant to the scriptures and theme.

Bible readings

Message

Affirmation of faith: God is with us 
Invite people to share this affirmation: 
We are not alone,  
we live in God’s world.

We believe in God: 
who has created and is creating, 
who has come in Jesus, 
the Word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new, 
who works in us and others 
by the Spirit.

We trust in God.

We are called to be the Church: 
to celebrate God’s presence, 
to live with respect in creation, 
to love and serve others, 
to seek justice and resist evil, 
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
God is with us. 
We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God.

The United Church of Canada, General Council 1968, alt. 1998
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Hymn/song 
Choose one that is relevant to the scriptures, theme and 
message.

Offering
With our hands we offer you this money, 
tokens of our lives which we would lay at your feet. 
May these gifts bless people whom our hands cannot 
reach, in places where our feet cannot go.

But may we also offer you our hands and feet 
to serve in those places, among those people,  
where you have placed us.

In Christ’s name. Amen.

Prayers of the people
You may choose the following or look for creative, interactive 
and engaging ways in which prayers might be offered.

Where there are places of fear in our lives,

May they be filled with your Spirit.

Where fear distorts perspective,

May your Spirit shine light.

Where people live in fear of war or violence or in the midst 
of either one,

May your Spirit bring comfort.

When your church is afraid to speak out on matters of 
justice and peace,

May your Spirit move us to speak truth.

Where we are blind to your vision of a renewed world,

May your Spirit open our eyes to see, our hearts to be 
moved and our lives to embrace. 

Hymn/song
Choose one that is relevant to the scriptures and theme.

Blessing and sending out
Through the encouragement of Jesus, let the Spirit of truth 
be the abiding reality in your sleeping and waking, working 
and relaxing, praying and laughing.

For in the God of Christ we live and move and have our 
being.

May the love of God be the strength of your mind and 
heart.

May the grace of Christ be the balm for your bruises and 
wounds.

May the abiding presence of the Spirit be your joy and 
peace at all times.

Amen.

Recessional song:
Choose one that is relevant to the scriptures and theme.

Key for abbreviations
Code Publication Publisher

TIS Together in Song Harper Collins Religious
ATA All Together Again  Openbook Publishers
ATW All Together Whatever 
ATO All Together OK
ATE All Together Everybody
ATG All Together for Good Curly Music
DMAC David MacGregor song
GGIVES God gives – songs for kids
HS Hillsong
P&W Praise & Worship Resource Christian Music
SCE The Source Kevin Mayhew
SCE[2] The Source 2 Kevin Mayhew
SOF Songs of Fellowship Kingsway
SIS Scripture in Song


