2007 Lent Studies

Called to plant a future
Introduction
THESE FIVE studies are for groups or
individuals, connecting the theme of the
Lent Appeal, Planting a Future, with the
renewal of call.
The sessions link Biblical stories of call and
other writings with a series of questions
designed to explore the subject of being in
Christ’s community.
If used in groups these sessions are designed
in a way that do not necessitate the group
having a leader. Group members share in
facilitating the conversation and encouraging
all to participate in the discussions. This is also
a reason for the suggestion that a different
person speak the blessing each week. The
role of ministry in the Uniting Church is a
shared responsibility.
The material in this Lent Studies “liftout” is prepared by the Queensland Synod
Theology and Worship Committee. It is
copyright free for use in congregations.

Group process
The studies follow a standard format but
differ in content and emphasis.

Opening prayer

So what?

An opening prayer from Uniting in Worship
2, a book of prayers and resources for leaders
of worship. The same opening prayer is used
for each session.

This question is to focus us on the practical
application of the theme in our daily lives.

Read

People are invited to participate in a shared
prayer. Feel free to use other prayers or an
open prayer time.

Read the Biblical passage in a translation of
your choice. Part of each study’s Bible reading
is provided, usually from the Contemporary
English Version. There are also quotes from
other writers relating to the theme.

Reflect
A brief reflection on the theme for the
week.

Talk about
Some questions for group discussion or
individual reflection are given. The purpose is
to explore the scripture, the understandings
of the people of faith and the theme for the
session. Feel free to pick and choose those
questions which are most helpful to the
group process.

Closing prayer

Blessing
The same blessing is used for each session.
It is recommended that a different person
offers the blessing to the group each week.

Opening prayer to use each
week
Creator Spirit, wellspring of our lives,
as the refreshing rain falls on the just
and the unjust alike;
refresh with your mercy
God who knows our own injustice
As the stream flows steadily on,
defying all the odds of stone and water
flow over every boundary and border
that separates us from one another

As the waters of our baptism washed
us and welcomed us
renew us now in the newness of life
and the unity of love
As we were once held in the waters of
our mother’s womb
hold us in the power and peace
of your abiding peace.
Iona Worship Book

Blessing
May God give you meaning and
purpose,
Jesus the Saviour give you confidence
and hope,
and the Spirit give you courage and
vision.
The God who is three and yet one,
fill your days and your hours,
that you may live as those who are
created,
saved and called to serve.
Amen
Uniting In Worship 2

Week 1

Living the future with Jesus
Opening prayer

Ask one person in the group to lead the
prayer with group members reading together
the words in bold print.

Read
Read Luke 5:1-11, 27-32
Jesus went out and saw a tax collector
named Levi sitting at the place for paying
taxes. Jesus said to him, “Come with
me.” Levi left everything and went with
Jesus. In his home Levi gave a big dinner
for Jesus. Many tax collectors and other
guests were also there. (Luke 5:27-28
Contemporary English Version)
So the evangel, the good news of the
gospel, is that we enter into life in Christ
as his disciple right now. It is not that we
believe now, enrolling as his disciple at
some later point if we are so inclined (as if
it were possible to believe without being his
disciple). Believing in Jesus and discipleship
to Jesus are part of the same action.
Richard Foster, Streams of Living Water,
1999, p.220

Reflection
In both these stories of call, the people
‘leave everything and go with Jesus’. It
appears, on first reading, to be all about
leaving an occupation to become a fulltime worker with Jesus. Maybe it’s not that
simple.
The call of Christ can be an abrupt
event which shifts the course of our whole
life. When we hear the call and accept the
invitation to enter into the life of Christ we’re
invited to live out the good news in whatever
context God places us. Being a disciple is
likely to take us beyond our comfort zones,
even without leaving home.
Many of us will have seen or heard the
story about the person called by God to be
the missionary serving in some far flung
corner of the world.
Time after time the person provides God
with another reason he or she shouldn’t
respond to the call to share good news. “It
must be someone else God has in mind.” “I
don’t know enough.” “ I’m scared of dark
jungles”. “I get tinea.”
Do we have to give up the life we know,
our familiar surroundings, in order to share

the good news? Do we have to go to the
other end of the earth to fulfil the call that
God places on our hearts? Can we not serve
God in the place that we are in?
We may need to be prepared for the
job ahead through education, on the job
experience and a honing of natural gifts and
abilities. But it’s important to be open to
God’s call right now, even as inexperienced
people with limited knowledge and abilities.
We are called to be disciples now, being
continually alert to the opportunities to
live out good news in the situations we find
ourselves.
What changes for us when we are called
to stay where we are?

Talk about
Matthew began his discipleship by
throwing a party in his own home, among
his own friends. If you were to throw a party
who would you invite? Where would you
hold the party?
Simon and his workmates left a stable life
and a fishing business to follow Jesus. Have

you ever sacrificed anything in your life to
follow Jesus?
Have you felt God’s call on your life?
Was it a call to move beyond your familiar
surrounds? Or were you called to go
deeper into your community? Or have you
experienced both kinds of call?

So what?
How is God calling you now? Are you
still open to the call of God?

Prayer
God of life, allow us to be open to your
call on our lives. Give us the discernment to
hear your call and the strength to act upon
it. Help us to be your people in every aspect
of our daily lives. This we pray in Jesus name.
Amen.

Blessing

Ask someone in the group to offer the
blessing.
This study was written by
Andrew Gunton, Arana Hills, Brisbane

Week 2

A future with our own people
Opening prayer

Reflection

Ask one person in the group to lead the prayer
with group members reading together the
words in bold print.

Experienced by different people, and
in different contexts, each person’s call to
ministry is unique. For some, it is a call to be
in pastoral care, for others, a call to service.
Others experience a call to preach, to heal, to
mission, to make music or engage in silent
and continued meditative prayer.
Many experience different calls to ministry
at different times, and this is often shaped by
new experiences or contexts.
The Uniting Church recognises the ministry
of the whole people of God, acknowledging
the range of opportunities for ministry that
can manifest in the world. Some are called
to ministry within their workplace, or their
congregation, or within community services,
and for some, ordained ministry.
In this passage we encounter a woman
who was engaging in an essential routine of
domestic life, the collection of water. Did she
imagine that morning, that by the evening she
would be leading her community to Jesus?
Because she was a woman, it is unlikely
that her community would have regarded her
as a person of religious significance. However,
her encounter with Jesus shows us that our
expectations about whom Christ might use in
ministry are fallible.
Not only was she a woman, but also a
Samaritan woman. The writer of John’s Gospel
was writing for a Jewish community and verse
9 illustrates the antipathy between the Jewish

Read
Read John 4:5-30.
The disciples returned about this time and
were surprised to find Jesus talking with a
woman. But none of them asked him what
he wanted or why he was talking with her.
The woman left her water jar and ran back
into town. She said to the people, “Come
and see a man who told me everything I
have ever done! Could he be the Messiah?”
Everyone in town went out to see Jesus.
( John 4:29-30)
You see, we can never confine the ‘call’ to
‘full-time Christian service’ to clergy-related
vocations. Farmers and plumbers can be
equally ‘called’ and equally ‘full-time’ and
equally ‘Christian’, and they can equally render
‘service’. The really crucial decision comes, not
when we decide to be a pastor rather than a
biologist, but when we decide to allow our
entire life to be a channel of divine love.
Richard Foster, Streams of Living Water,
1999

and Samaritan people. And yet in this text we
also find the theme of betrothal.
In the Old Testament, stories of men and
women meeting each other at the well, usually
signified the beginning of a marriage. In this
story Jesus calls the Samaritan woman to be
in relationship with him, not as a wife, but as
a disciple.
The Samaritan woman understands her
context all too well. Why would Jesus even
speak to her?
In this conversation Jesus names the radical
message of the Gospel; that customs and
beliefs pale in significance when worshipping
God through God’s Spirit.
The woman leaves her water jar behind and
goes to tell her community about her encounter.
She is not called out of her community and
sent to far flung places to convert others.
Instead, she does what is required of her,
perhaps a more difficult task – she returns
to the place where everybody knows her and
tells her story. It is this story which starts the
transformation of her community.
The woman has been called to a ministry
that cannot be denied. She is the one chosen
to witness to her own community in order
that they might encounter Christ.

Talk about
The Samaritan woman was collecting
water when she experienced a call to follow
Jesus. What are the everyday settings where

you might experience God’s call in your life?
What do you consider as ministry?
What forms of ministry can you name?
What distinguishes ‘ministry’from everyday
living? Or can they be the same thing?

So what?
Have you ever thought of yourself as
engaging in ministry?
What is God calling you to do today?

Prayer
In your wisdom Lord, you call us, even
when we do not expect to be called.
In your mercy Lord, you keep us waiting
until the time is right.
In your grace Lord, you provide us with the
things we need, to do the things we can do.
Lord, we ask for the gift of discernment
to know when to stay and talk with you and
when to go and minister in your name.
Amen

Blessing
Ask someone in the group to offer the
blessing.
This study was written
by Heather den Houting
& Sue Pickering, Brisbane

Week 3

Planting through hospitality
Opening prayer

Reflection

Ask one person in the group to lead the prayer
with group members reading together the
words in bold print.

There are several notable and surprising
aspects to this story in Acts.
Paul, Silas and other companions have
sailed across the north Aegean Sea from
what is now Turkey to what is now northern
Greece. It was a trip from Asian to European
soil. Paul was responding to a vision in a
dream to go across to Macedonia.
It was Paul’s usual practice to find the local
synagogue and to address the people there. If
there were women present they would have
been separate from the men.
For whatever reason, at Philippi on the
Sabbath, he and his companions went to a
place outside the gate of the city by the river,
expecting to find there a place of prayer.
A group of women were gathered. Paul
and the others sat down and spoke to these
women.
He did not send them off to get the menfolk
from the Jewish community. The women
listened and Luke (the writer of Acts) tells
of one woman, usually known as Lydia, who
listened carefully and the Holy Spirit opened
her heart to faith in Jesus. Lydia is described
as a business woman, a dealer in purple goods,
which probably means that she traded in the
purple cloth worn by the wealthy. Presumably
she was the head of her house. When she was
baptised so were the others in the household.
Once they were baptised, she asked Paul and
his companions to stay in her home.
The church in Philippi began with the

Read
Read Acts 16:11-15, Philippians 1:1-11,
Philippians 4:15-20.
We spent several days in Philippi. Then on
the Sabbath we went outside the city gate
to a place by the river, where we thought
there would be a Jewish meeting place for
prayer. We sat down and talked with the
women who came. One of them was Lydia,
who was from the city of Thyatira and sold
expensive purple cloth. She was a worshiper
of the Lord God, and he made her willing
to accept what Paul was saying. Then after
she and her family were baptized, she kept
on begging us, “If you think I really do have
faith in the Lord, come stay in my home.”
Finally, we accepted her invitation.
The Congregation is the embodiment
in one place of the One Holy Catholic and
Apostolic Church, worshipping, witnessing
and serving as a fellowship of the Spirit of
Christ. Its members meet regularly to hear
God’s Word, to celebrate the sacraments, to
build one another up in love, to share in the
wider responsibilities of the Church and to
serve the world.
Basis of Union, Paragraph 15a

conversion and call of one woman, Lydia, and
her response was to offer hospitality as her
first act of service.
From Paul’s later letter to the Philippians
we may see how warmly he felt about the
church which subsequently grew in that city.

Talk about
Has there been an element of surprise for
you to realise that the church in Philippi began
with the conversion and call of a woman? Why
may this come as a surprise to some people?
Paul and his companions sat and talked
with the group of women they found gathered
in the place of prayer. The gathering was
informal rather than formal, in a public space.
Do informal gatherings play an important
part in your life of faith, and, if so, in what
ways?
Luke says that the Lord opened Lydia’s
heart. Have there been occasions in your
experience when you have been moved by
God to listen and to respond with all your
heart? You may like to tell the group what you
were led to do.
Lydia’s response of service, following her
conversion and baptism (and the baptism
of her household) was to offer hospitality to
Paul and his companions. Her call was not to
go somewhere else, but to witness and serve
where she was. How important do you believe
the gift and practice of hospitality to be for
the Christian community? What examples do
you know about or participate in?

So what?
Are
there
Christian
groups,
congregations or communities to whom
you could write the words which Paul wrote
in Philippians 1:3-5? Are there particular
groups for whom you have a ministry of
prayer? Reflect on this and discuss it if you
wish.

Prayer
Gracious and loving God,
We thank you for those times when you
have inspired us and opened our hearts
to listen to you and to serve others in the
community where we live.
We thank you for all your people who share
with us in faith and joy, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Blessing
Ask someone in the group to offer the
blessing.

This study was written
by Geraldine Wheeler

Week 4

Engaging a future with difference
Opening prayer
Ask one person in the group to lead the prayer
with group members reading together the
words in bold print.

later on, he points out, Paul ‘was to become
in practice all things to all people — to those
under the law, as under law’ (1 Cor. 9:20).
F.F. Bruce, Commentary on Galatians,
1982, p.133

Read

Reflection

Read Galatians 2:11-14.
When Peter came to Antioch, I told him
face to face that he was wrong. He used
to eat with Gentile followers of the Lord,
until James sent some Jewish followers.
Peter was afraid of the Jews and soon
stopped eating with Gentiles. He and the
other Jews hid their true feelings so well
that even Barnabas was fooled. But when
I saw that they were not really obeying the
truth that is in the good news, I corrected
Peter in front of everyone and said:
Peter, you are a Jew, but you live like a
Gentile. So how can you force Gentiles to
live like Jews?
We find ourselves wishing…that we had
more than one account of this confrontation Peter’s, for instance…But in fact it is not
difficult to imagine how Peter would have
defended his action. He would have claimed
that he acted out of consideration for weaker
brethren - the weaker brethren on this
occasion being those back home in Jerusalem.
Tertullian…reads his motives thus, and puts
Paul’s critical reaction down to his immaturity:

To live faithful to God’s calling sometimes
leads to situations of conflict. How we deal
with these situations is a test of our courage,
integrity, and graciousness.
When I was a young man, I was appointed
leader of a faith community to the chagrin of
a middle aged man, “Jack”, who fully expected
that he would be given the leadership role.
Shortly after, a female Christian leader,
“Mary”, who had ministered for many years
in India teaching, as she put it, “Indians who
had forgotten how to meditate the art of
Christian contemplative prayer” came to us to
give a teaching week on prayer.
In the workshops she couldn’t help but
notice that Jack was quite unsettled and
disgruntled.
Mary asked me if I knew what was going
on and I told her what had happened just a
few weeks before.
She responded by arranging a mediation
session involving myself, the other leaders,
and Jack. I was deeply impressed by the calm
and gracious but yet very firm way that Mary
handled things.
What we have in the Antioch conflict is
a clash of calls. Paul felt a very clear call to

preach the Good News to the Gentiles (the
“pagans” or non-Jews). Peter, on the other
hand, was called to lead the Jewish Christian
Church in Jerusalem. Jews who embraced
the new message of Christ as Lord and
Saviour were bound to still want to hold on
to the old things of the Torah (the Jewish
Law) – circumcision, ritual cleanliness, table
fellowship etc.
Peter seems to have vacillated between a
new sense of freedom and a desire to uphold
the old teachings. Paul, being true to his
call, felt a need to chastise Peter for putting
obstacles in the way of the Gentile converts.
Was Peter really being wimpish (fear of
the Jewish Christians)? Or was he simply
being faithful to his particular call? Perhaps
he was afraid that his liberal actions (which
he personally felt comfortable with) might
put too much strain on the faith of the weaker
Jewish Christians back in Jerusalem. Maybe
Peter was acting out of pastoral motives,
and Paul was not giving him enough credit.
Perhaps Paul needed to learn a bit more about
the meaning of Christian graciousness!

How flexible can we be without
compromising the integrity of our call?
What are some principles for handling
conflict in a way that is faithful to gospel
values?

Talk about

Blessing

What do you think? Is Peter simply lacking
courage? Or is Paul missing something in his
attack on Peter?
Can you think of a modern situation
in which two Christian leaders might be
in conflict as a result of receiving different
callings?

Ask someone in the group to offer the
blessing.

So what?
What have you learned from the
readings and discussion that might lead
to some changes in the way you think and
act?

Prayer
Loving God,
Sometimes being true to our calling leads us
into conflict with others. Jesus was in conflict
with his opponents, but also at times with the
members of his own family. May we reflect
his way of handling tough situations in our
own lives. Grant to us through the power of
the Spirit working in us courage, graciousness
and integrity.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

This study was written by
Neil Pembroke

Week 5

Speak out for the future
Opening prayer
Ask one person in the group to lead the prayer
with group members reading together the
words in bold print.

neighbour, and his next-door neighbour is
a vortex in which God’s purposes are being
worked out.
Eugene Peterson, Running with the
horses, 1983

the status quo, the less likely we are to speak
out and suggest an alternative. That’s why we
need to listen to and encourage the voices of
those on the margins  – the young, the exiles,
those who are not in positions of power.

Read

Reflection

Talk about

I was sixteen when I first started preaching.
I was adopted by a local lay preachers
organisation and given opportunities to share
with little country churches. I remember
wondering what it must have been like for a
congregation to have a high school student
in the pulpit. Like Jeremiah, I struggled with
lack of confidence in my capacity to speak
in public. The more nervous I felt, the more
quickly and quietly I spoke.
Preaching, however, has not been the
primary challenge of my life. Speaking without
fear in environments where people can easily
answer back, ask questions, not listen - that’s
been the calling of my life. I’ve experienced
God’s call to ‘speak out’ at home, at work, in
the Christian community, and sometimes in
the public arena.
Every community needs people who are
prepared to speak up with wisdom, courage
and creativity. We need people who struggle
to listen to what God is saying. People who
work hard to understand the context in which
God is calling. People who have the courage
to call for a halt to unhealthy practice. People
who have the capacity to help others dream
of a new future. People who are able to admit
that they may be wrong and can learn from
the shared experience of those around them.
The reality is that the more we benefit from

Have there been situations in which you
have felt stretched, where you’ve felt too
young, inexperienced or inadequate in any
other way?
What situations have you seen that needed
someone to ‘speak out’?
Talk about a time when you needed courage
to speak out what needed to be said.
What advice would you give a young person
who is wondering about how to recognise
what God is saying to their world through
them?
Jeremiah had the responsibility of helping
leaders face the realities of both defeat and
restoration. What kinds of reality checks
could you help others keep in balance?

Read Jeremiah 1: 4-11.
The LORD said:
“Jeremiah, I am your Creator, and before
you were born I chose you to speak for me
to the nations.”
I replied, “I’m not a good speaker, LORD,
and I’m too young.”
“Don’t say you’re too young,” the LORD
answered. “If I tell you to go and speak
to someone, then go! And when I tell
you what to say, don’t leave out a word! I
promise to be with you and keep you safe,
so don’t be afraid.”
The LORD reached out his hand, then he
touched my mouth and said, “I am giving
you the words to say, and I am sending
you with authority to speak to the nations
for me. You will tell them of doom and
destruction, and of rising and rebuilding
again.”
There are two interlaced convictions that
characterise a prophet. The first conviction is
that God is personal and alive and active.
The second conviction is that what is going
on right now, in this world at this time in
history, is critical. A prophet is obsessed with
God, and a prophet is immersed in the now.
God is as real to a prophet as his next-door

So what?
People who are experiencing God’s call
in their life for the first time often need
encouragement from others. Who can you
encourage in their capacity to speak out?

Prayer
Eternal God, you have called us to follow Jesus
and you have commissioned us as disciples to a
double-edged task - to make your love known
and live the Good News, resist wrong and

oppose evil. Lord, we have often tried to tell
you that for such a task we feel ill-equipped
and unprepared. Yet you always over-rule our
objections and won’t give in to our protests.
You recommission us with the promise
of your grace, and the reassurance of your
presence. Help us courageously and creatively
speak to your world this week.

Blessing
Ask someone in the group to offer the
blessing.
This study was written
by Duncan Macleod
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