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In his review of this book, Bruce Sanguin wrote “This book opened my heart, 

over and over again. Habel … was converted by ecology to a relationship 

with the living Earth that is pervaded by mystery”. I can only agree. I have 

heard Norm talking about a Rainbow Covenant, but this book spells out 

such an approach in a wonderful way and in a very readable style. The 

reader is taken on a journey of exploration – of mystery and wonder – and 

invited to spend time re-discovering what that means.  

 

There is the temptation to engage no more than our minds in the pursuit of 

Earth-care, but there is so much more. There are so many things we simply 

take for granted; but this is a call to go deeper. Habel deals with seven 

mysteries – the mystery of Presence, of being Earth-born, of Wonder, of Life, 

of Voice, of Wisdom, and of Compassion. Each of these is associated with a 

colour of the rainbow, and the author combines scholarship with creative 

imagination in applying the text to Earth matters. 

 

This book has a number of immediate uses. At one level it is a valuable 

resource for personal reflection, a deepening of spiritual life and for 

expanding our understanding of Scripture. At another level it contains ideas 

for workshops or worship experiences. I would like to see a short companion 

study guide to help a wider group of people engage with its riches. 

 

There are now in excess of 5,000 books of eco-theology, and this is not just 

another one. This is in a sense part of the often-missing connection between 

theology and mission; this is about employing not just our minds and hands 

but also our spirits in loving and caring for Creation. It is one of those books 

that you need not merely to read, but to re-read and spend time over as you 

absorb the mystery and wonder of God in the natural world about us. 


