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How to use this resource 

 

 

Introduction  

Christmas is a season for doing justly.  These sessions are designed to help 

people understand and experience the themes of justice and joy that 

feature prominently in the Christmas story. 

If learning is to happen at all, we must do something about it.  This is 

no more true than with the theme of justice.  Talking about justice is futile if 

there is no accompanying action.  But talking about justice can be fruitful if 

it leads us to a deeper appreciation of why we act justly.   These sessions 

alternate between talking and doing.   The effectiveness of Just Christmas is 

entirely dependent on this interplay.  

Outline 

 Session 1 .......................................................... A Just Christmas 

 Session 2 .................................................... Social Justice Event 

 Session 3 .................................................... A Joyous Christmas 
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Format 

Please read these basic instructions before beginning the series. 

The heart of this series is Session 2 – actual participation in a social justice event.  

Session 1 prepares for this event.  Session 3 reflects on this event.  This series cannot 

be done without Session 2!  Therefore, early in preparations for these sessions, 

decide where and how you will do the second session.  Some suggestions are given 

on page 12. 

Sessions 1 and 3 each have three steps.  Step 1 addresses the current 

experience of the participants.  It is an opportunity for people to name what they 

already know and feel about the topic.  Step 2 addresses biblical themes that are 

foundational to the session topic.   Step 3 gives participants a chance to discuss the 

implications of the theme by comparing their experience with the biblical story.  

Balanced interaction between each part is important for learning to occur.  Below are 

instructions on how to use each part. 

Step 1 consists of opening discussion questions.  You may find that it is not 

necessary to use all of the questions.  If every participant has a chance to respond, 

one or two questions may be sufficient. 

Step 2 consists of foundational ideas.  The leader is invited to present these 

ideas in whatever way best fits them and their participants.  Part 2 can be read aloud 

in turn, used as an outline from which to speak, or people can read it for themselves.   

Step 3 is the final section, but does not end the learning process.  The goal is 

to: (a) respond to the implications of what has been learned so far, and (b) to 

anticipate future learning.  Often, appropriately worded discussion questions will 

accomplish this. 

 

Note:  All three steps provide suggestions and directions for group leaders.  

However, as they appear on paper the sessions are incomplete.  This is not 

“teacher-proof” curriculum; your contribution is educationally valuable.  The 

leader’s inspiration and input along with the group’s creativity and a 

welcoming learning environment will complete the sessions.  Therefore, 

leaders are strongly encouraged to tweak, supplement, and amend this 

material to suit their group.   For example, two articles are included at the end 

of the booklet which might be read before the Session 1 or in-between 

Sessions 1 and 3.  Some Advent prayers and devotionals are also included. 
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Session 1: A Just Christmas 

 

 

The aim of this session is to introduce the connection between justice 

and the Christmas story.  Participants should come to understand 

that the birth of Jesus was in conflict with existing powers.  
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STEP 1 

AN OPENING DISCUSSION 
 

Begin by singing “O Come, All Ye Faithful.”   

 

• Beyond giving money, have you ever regularly participated in an event of 

goodwill towards those less fortunate than you?  Share your 

experiences. 

 

• Who is included in your Christmas traditions?  Who do you invite over 

for meals?  Who do you buy gifts for?  Who do you send cards to?  Who 

do you exclude, and how do you decide who to exclude? 

 

• How much money do you spend on Christmas each year?  How do you 

feel about what you spend?  (Money is a very sensitive issue, so you 

might find it easier to answer in terms of a percentage.  For example, “I 

spend three times my weekly budget on Christmas gifts.”) 

 

• How do the excessive spending and overeating that often accompany 

Christmas make you feel? 

 

• Phrases like “Jesus is the reason for the season” and “the true meaning 

of Christmas” are clichés but, nevertheless, point to the fact that there is 

a deeper significance to Christmas than what we commonly perceive or 

practice.  What does Christmas really mean? 
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STEP 2 

JUSTICE AND CHRISTMAS 
 

Begin this section by reading Matthew 1.18 – 2.23. 

 

Christmas is not just for the kids.  The Christmas story speaks in significant 

ways to everyone.  It is important to grow in our understanding beyond what 

Christmas meant to us as children and develop an adult appreciation of 

Christmas.  Christmas is not just a one-off event from some two millennia ago.  

The Christmas story speaks in significant ways to every era.  It is important to 

grow in our understanding beyond what Christmas meant to shepherds and 

wisemen and develop a contemporary appreciation of what Christmas can 

mean today.  What does Christmas mean for people living in and around 

Queensland in 2008? 

 

Christmas in Matthew 

Many Christmas stories portray the Wisemen (the Magi) as wealthy and royal.  

They wear swanky robes and bear stylish gifts.  In reality, they are haggard 

outsiders in Matthew’s story.  They arrive after a long journey from faraway 

lands – lands associated with drinking, brothels, and superstition.  Their 

profession is astrology – a taboo practice in the Old Testament and a mocked 

practice in the Roman world.  Pliny the Elder, a Roman philosopher, spoke 

about the “fraudulent lies of the Magi.”
i
  In Matthew’s Gospel, which is 

saturated with Jewish imagery and themes, the Magi are an enigmatic surprise.   

They are pagans – frauds, strangers, aliens – whose presence in the story 

makes the readers and the other characters suspicious. 
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In stark contrast to the Magi is King Herod.  Unlike the Magi, Herod lives 

nearby.  He is Jewish by birth.  Herod is an insider.  And yet when the Magi tell 

Herod of Jesus’ birth, he is caught unawares.  Confounded and incensed, he 

rages: “A new king is born?  I’m the king!”  Confused and irate, he impulsively 

orders the execution of all children under the age of two.  As a consequence, 

Joseph, Mary, and the Toddler are forced to abandon the place they know and 

flee into Egypt for safety.  God is in surprising places. 

The distinction is clear – strangers are keenly aware of what God is 

doing, while the locals are oblivious to God’s purpose. The near are actually 

faraway; the faraway are actually near.  The informed are dumb; the ignorant 

are in the know.  God is with surprising people. 

The Christmas story is full of conflict – its plot driven by a clash between 

hope and despair.  According to William Loader of Murdoch University, conflict 

is a “significant sub-theme” in Matthew.  “Matthew’s gospel reflects a context 

of struggle and longing. Political conflict frames Matthew’s story...”
ii
  This clash 

is ancient – it reaches far back into Israel’s history.  As Marcus Borg explains, 

this was not the first time such a spectacle took place 

The story of King Herod ordering the slaughter of male babies echoes 

the story of Pharaoh issuing a similar order at the birth of Moses.  It 

suggests that Jesus is like a new Moses, that a new exodus is about to 

happen and that the Pharaohs and Herods of this world always try to 

destroy the bearer of God’s liberating word.  But they do not have the 

final word.
iii
 

 

The collision of the first Christmas continues even today. 

 

Discuss: In what other places in the Bible is conflict an important theme? 

 

  



7 

 

Christmas in Luke 

Luke’s version of the Christmas story is quite different than Matthew’s (for 

example, Herod’s conspiracy and the escape to Egypt do not appear).   

However, one similarity is the theme of unexpected reversals.   “The way it is” 

is inverted.  “The way it always has been” is overturned.  Surprising twists 

occur again and again – an angel choir performs for unpretentious shepherds; 

an aging couple (Elizabeth and Zechariah) become parents to a squally child; a 

virgin is pregnant; a Kingdom commences in a grimy shed.  This is not an 

occasional meandering off the trail; it is the blazing of a different sort of trail.  

These differences are put under bright lights in Mary’s song of praise, The 

Magnificat (Luke 1.46-55).  We read this song now: 

And Mary said, 

‘My soul magnifies the Lord,  

   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  

for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 

   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

   and holy is his name.  

His mercy is for those who fear him 

   from generation to generation.  

He has shown strength with his arm; 

   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

   and lifted up the lowly;  

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

   and sent the rich away empty.  

He has helped his servant Israel, 

   in remembrance of his mercy,  

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 

 

An interesting aspect of Mary’s song is the way it looks back, deep into Israel’s 

history, to the promises made to earlier generations.   Mary says, “He has 
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helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the 

promise he made to our ancestors...”  Apparently although God is doing a 

revolutionary thing it is not an entirely new thing.  God has always shown 

mercy to those on the margins.  For example, the Sabbath rest was intended to 

extend to slaves and foreigners (Exodus 20.8-11), and the day would come 

when Israel’s enemies would worship alongside her (Isaiah 19.19-25).  By its 

very nature, God’s blessing goes beyond conventional ideas and traditional 

boundaries.   God does surprising things. 

Mary’s song specifically mentions God’s promise to another homeless 

vagabond, Abraham.  Her song recalls the assurance that “in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen 12.3).  Abraham would not engage 

in self-contained spirituality.  Abraham would experience God neither 

autonomously nor anonymously.  The promise to Abraham is that the good 

things of God will extend across bloodlines, timelines, and borderlines.  From 

the beginning of history God has taken bold leaps across the expected into the 

unusual.  Unexpected reversals are particularly evident in Mary’s daring and 

cheeky announcement: 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

   and lifted up the lowly;  

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

   and sent the rich away empty. 

 

This startling turnaround was most evident in the collision between 

Christ and Caesar.   Whereas in Matthew the contrast is between Jesus and 

Herod, in Luke the contrast is between Jesus and the Roman emperor.  In the 

words of Marcus Borg, both stories tell “a tale of two lordships.”  The terms 

Luke uses about the birth of Jesus – “our God,” “good news,” “peace” – were 
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terms people normally used in reference to Caesar.
iv
  The publicity lauding the 

emperor was not unlike the announcement of Jesus’ coming. 

I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 

and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in 

the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

(Luke 2.10-14). 

* * * 

We began by singing “O Come, All Ye Faithful.”  But in reality shouldn’t we sing 

“O Come, All Ye Unfaithful,” “O Come, All Ye Unworthy” or simply, “O Come, 

All”?  People of every kind – not just citizens of heaven above – are invited to 

adore him.   Grubby shepherds, gullible Magi, and golden angels all come and 

behold this inexplicably glorious child.  It is a splendid mystery, a mind-bending 

wonder, that God comes for everyone. 

Christmas is like a surprise party.  But not a surprise party for our closest 

friends, but instead, for those we would not normally invite to the party – that 

is what makes it so surprising!  Christmas is a festival of joy for those on the 

margins. The good news of Christmas is that the love, mercy, and justice of 

God extend in strange ways to strange people living in strange places.  The 

strange, surprising news of Christmas is good news.  

 

 

Discuss: In what other places in the Bible does God show deep concern for 

“outsiders”?  Who are the “outsiders” in contemporary Australia? 
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STEP 3 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
 

• Has the biblical background addressed in Step 2 changed or influenced 

any of the ideas we discussed in Step 1? 

 

• A popular Christmas word is “peace.”  And yet this session has focused 

on conflict.  William Loader, who was quoted earlier, says, “Conflict – 

never far from human experience – is an essential framework for 

approaching the gospels. The gospels originate with Jesus and his life 

among people living in struggle and hoping for radical change. The 

conflict was between the way things are and the way things need to be.” 

⋅ In what ways is conflict an essential aspect of Christian 

experience?   

⋅ Who should Christians be in conflict with?  How should this conflict 

be carried out?   

⋅ What conflicts are most significant at Christmas time? 

 

• A university student once took his Bible and cut out every verse that had 

something to say about justice.  He was surprised to find that, on nearly 

every page, Scripture addressed issues of inequality, justice, poverty, 

and caring for outsiders.   He remarked that a Bible without justice is, 

literally, a Bible full of holes.  We add this – a Christmas without justice is 

a Christmas full of holes.   

⋅ Is justice a theme you have heard emphasized at Christmas 

before? 

⋅ How does this focus make you feel (uncomfortable, bored, 

convicted, surprised, etc.)? 

 

• Mary says “he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich 

away empty.”   

⋅ How is this true?   

⋅ Are there any ways we can bring this to fruition? 
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Session 2: Social Justice Event 

 

This session involves “learning by doing.”   

Participants engage in a project of social justice.   

The entire group might do the same project or the group could be 

divided into smaller groups to do various projects.  
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OPTIONS 

There are opportunities for social justice projects in nearly every 

neighborhood.   Ideally, groups will find projects that meaningfully connect 

with their community.  However, here are a range of possible projects around 

Brisbane. 

1. Bicycle Revolution.  3342 7829.  www.bicyclerevolution.org.au/wp 

2. Communify.  3510 2700.   www.communify.org.au 

3. Drug Arm.  3620 8800.  www.drugarm.com.au 

4. Friends of the Earth Brisbane. 3846 5793.   www.brisbane.foe.org.au/projects.htm 

5. Meals on Wheels.  3205 5588.  www.qmow.org 

6. Operation Christmas Child (shoebox appeal).  1800 684 300. 

www.samaritanspurse.org.au 

7. Rosie’s.  1300 ROSIES (767437). www.rosies.org.au 

8. Save Our Waterways Now.  0423 763 361. www.saveourwaterwaysnow.com.au 

9. Street Outreach Service.  3620 8800.  

www.drugarm.com.au/content/standard.asp?name=programs_qld#sos 

10. Waiters’ Union.   3844-1043.  www.waitersunion.org 

11. Wesley Mission Brisbane – Volunteer Services.  3621 4544. 

www.wmb.org.au/Volunteerservices.asp 

SOME THINGS TO CONSIDER 

1. Is the project age appropriate? 

2. Do you require insurance forms? 

3. Is this a realistic project for your group? 

4. Is there educational value in this project?  (i.e., in addition to the social 

value, will it help people to learn new things)? 
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DEBRIEF AND PRAYER 

Inevitably, people will want to discuss their experiences.  This will be done 

formally in Session 3, but it is good to discuss peoples’ thoughts and feelings 

on-the-spot.  This should be kept informal and spontaneous.  After debriefing 

you make like to end with a prayer.  For example: 

 

Prayer for Reconciliation 
v
 

In the midst of conflict and division 

We know it is you 

Who turns our minds to thoughts of peace. 

Your Spirit changes our hearts: 

Enemies begin to speak to one another, 

Those who were estranged join hands in friendship 

And nations seek the way of peace together. 

 

Let Your Spirit be at work in us. 

Give us understanding and put an end to strife, 

Fill us with mercy and overcome our denial 

Grant us wisdom and teach us to learn 

From the people of the land 

 

Call us to justice.  

 

 

A Prayer of Commitment 
vi
 

Teach us, good Lord, to serve you as you deserve: 

to give, and not to count the cost; 

to fight, and not to heed the wounds,  

to toil, and not to seek for rest; 

to labor, and not to ask for any reward, 

save that of knowing that we do your holy will; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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“The Christian mystery...overcomes all barriers of time and space, and 

accomplishes the unity of the human family: From their different locations and 

traditions all are called in Christ to share in the unity of the family of God's 

children... Jesus destroys the walls of division and creates unity in a new and 

unsurpassed way through our sharing in his mystery. This unity is so deep that 

the Church can say with Saint Paul: ‘You are no longer strangers and 

sojourners, but you are saints and members of the household of God'.”  
vii
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Session 3: A Joyous Christmas 

 

The aim of this session is to show the connection between joy and 

justice.  Participants should come to understand the joy of Christmas 

is dependent on it being an event that promotes justice.  
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STEP 1 

AN OPENING DISCUSSION 

 
 

Begin by singing “Joy to the World” or “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” 

 

• What lingering impressions and feelings do you have about our recent 

social justice project? 

 

• Did doing the project give you any new understanding of the themes of 

equality, conflict, and justice we discussed previously? 

 

• How did this event compare to other similar events you have 

participated in?  Did being aware of the biblical emphasis on justice have 

any effect on how you understood your role in the event? 

 

• Was this a one-off event, or do we want to make this an on-going 

experience?  Why? 
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STEP 2 

JOY AND CHRISTMAS 
 
 

“When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous…” 

Proverbs 21.15 

 

Begin this section by reading Luke 2.1-20. 

 

Snap your fingers.  Skip around.  Sing a song.  Rejoice – it’s Christmas!  

Christmastime brings joy to many.  Doing justly also brings joy to many.  In this 

session we will see that the joy of Christmas and the joy of justice are closely 

related. 

Christmas has always been joyous.  Upon being told by Gabriel that she 

would conceive, young Mary rushed off to share the happy news with her 

older cousin Elizabeth.  Elizabeth, who was also pregnant, said, “As soon as I 

heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy!” (Luke 

1.44).  Similarly, when the Magi saw the star stop over the house where Jesus 

and family were staying “they were overwhelmed with joy” (Matthew 2.10).  

The birth of Jesus is the birth of joy.  Therefore, it is quite perceptive that 

Roman Catholics refer to the events of the first Christmas as “joyful mysteries.”  

It is fitting that at Advent we sing “Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel has come!” 

Unfortunately, Christmas joy is easily lost – or at least substituted – for 

cheaper experiences.  Henri Nouwen offers an insight worth taking seriously at 

this time of year: 

In our secularized Western society Christmas offers a good occasion to 

experience [an] illusory happiness that offers a short break in our fear-filled 

lives. For many, Christmas is no longer the day to celebrate the mystery of the 
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birth of God among us, the God hidden in the wounds of humanity. It is no 

longer the day of the child, awaited with prayer and repentance, 

contemplated with watchful attentiveness, and remembered in liturgical 

solemnity, joyful song, and peaceful family meals. Instead, Christmas has 

become a time when companies send elaborate gifts to their clients to thank 

them for their business, when post offices work overtime to process an 

overload of cards, when immense amounts of money are spent on food and 

drink, and socializing becomes a full-time activity. There are trees, decorated 

streets, sweet tunes in the supermarkets, and children saying to their parents: 

‘I want this and I want that.’ The shallow happiness of busy people often fills 

the place meant to experience the deep, lasting joy of Emmanuel, God-with-

us.
viii

 

 

Discuss: Is Nouwen’s view of contemporary Christmases accurate? 

Like Christmas, justice is also about joy.   Nothing energizes the soul as 

much as doing good for others.  And there is nothing better to do for others 

than doing justly.  Being involved in acts of justice fills us with deep, God-given 

satisfaction.  A reason that justice is joyful is because justice is hopeful.  People 

who work for justice are not resigned to the tyranny of evil.  They have not 

conceded to the anxiety that things will never improve.  To act justly is to act in 

hope – and hope is at the heart of Christmas.  As Timothy Radcliffe says, “Every 

Christmas, when we remember the birth of Christ the child, we can say, 

‘Humanity has a future.’”
ix
   

Joy and justice joined at the first Christmas.  Listen to the angel’s 

message to the shepherds: 

Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for 

all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who 

is the Messiah, the Lord (Luke 2.10-11). 

 

The news is joyous because it is just – it is news “for all the people.”  At 

Christmas, no one is a stranger.  When Jesus comes he comes for everyone.  To 
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exclude anyone would make Christmas miserably unjust.  The news is joyous 

because it says “do not be afraid.”  The terrors of life – socially, politically, 

emotionally, economically – were vanquished at the first Christmas.  When our 

contemporary Christmases reinstate these fears they are morbid holidays.  

When our Christmas celebrations are just, when they resist fear and defeat 

inequality, they will be like the first Christmas – festivals of profound joy. 

* * * 

Christmas is made special by the colorful traditions that accompany it.   Many 

people have customs, decorations, meals, and songs that they engage in 

Christmas-after-Christmas.  These rituals make Christmas more meaningful 

than an ordinary holiday.  Without these traditions, Christmas would not feel 

like Christmas.  The challenge to us is to make justice and joy a basic element of 

our Christmas traditions.  Indeed, without justice and joy Christmas would not 

actually be Christmas.   Like the first Christmas, contemporary Christmases 

should celebrate God’s goodness to “all the people.”  The original Christmas 

joy can recur again and again.  Our aspiration must be to “repeat the sounding 

joy.”   This Christmas we are invited – and prompted – to re-experience the 

beautiful and joyous mystery that Jesus is God with us – all of us.  As Rowan 

Williams wrote in the Times, 

Christmas reminds us of a God who is completely committed to the weakest, 

who uses power only so that human life can be fuller, more peaceful and 

generous, who gives us the help we need to make our relationships stable 

and faithful - and who requires of us a complete honesty about ourselves, 

and gently, steadily chips away our self-deceptions. Christmas tells us that 

our best instincts about human nature and what's needed for a healthy 

world and society aren't just things we've made up. They are rooted in the 

way the whole universe is shaped by God.
x  
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STEP 3 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
 

• Has the biblical background addressed in Step 2 changed or influenced any 

of the ideas we discussed in Step 1? 

 

• Do you feel joyful about the social justice project?  Describe how you feel.  

 

• Paul Tillich once admitted that “the suppression of joy in Christian groups, 

almost drove me to a break with Christianity. What passes for joy in these 

groups is an emaciated, intentionally childish, unexciting, unecstatic thing, 

without color and danger, without heights and depths.”
xi
   

⋅ Is Tillich right – are Christians joyless?  

⋅ How is the connection Tillich makes between joy and danger 

applicable to our study? 

 

• In what ways do contemporary Christmases seem joyless?  In what ways do 

contemporary Christmases seem unjust?  Is there any connection between 

the two? 

 

• What can we do – what can we change – to make our Christmases more 

joyous and more just? 
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TWO ARTICLES FOR PARTICIPANTS TO READ 

Here are two recent Christmas letters from the President of the Uniting 

Church.  Both letters address the connection between Christmas and justice.  

Groups might like to read these before the first session or in-between sessions 

1 and 3.  You can easily provide every participant with a copy by sending them 

the web links (see References, page 28). 
 

 

Making Peace  

Rev. Gregor Henderson, President, Uniting Church in Australia 
xii

 

One of the best features of the Uniting Church is that we are very much a peace-

making church. That’s the way it should be! 

 

When John the Baptist’s father sang God’s praises at the news of Mary’s pregnancy 

he declared that Jesus was coming “to guide our feet into the way of peace”. When 

the angels sang at Jesus’ birth their message was “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace, good will among people”. 

 

Earlier this month I spent ten days in Palestine and Israel, as part of an official 

Australian Church Leaders visit. Much of that visit was distressing; there is much fear, 

anxiety and suffering for both Israelis and Palestinians. The hopes for peace are 

fragile indeed. 

 

For Israelis, the suffering comes from suicide bombers and other acts of terror. While 

terrorist attacks have reduced in the past year, the people of Israel still have a well-

founded fear of life-threatening calamity striking them without warning. And they are 

surrounded in the Middle East by nations that make no secret of their enmity 

towards them. 

 

For Palestinians, the suffering from 40 years of occupation is immense. Life in the 

West Bank is very difficult. Unemployment is rife. Some 50% of the population is in 

poverty. Food parcels still have to be distributed in refugee camps, where thousands 

of families have lived for 60 years. 

 

The heavy restrictions placed on Palestinians by the occupation seem to be counter-
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productive. They may be a justified response to terrorist attacks, but the daily 

harassments and difficulties deepen the enmity; they do not make for peace. 

 

For instance, did you know that 15 year-olds are locked up in prison for six months 

for throwing stones at military watch-towers? Did you know that Israel is building a 

segregated road system in the West Bank, so that Israelis and Palestinians won’t have 

to travel on the same roads? Did you know there are 90 military checkpoints and 562 

other obstacles (trenches, roadblocks, etc.) placed on the roads in the West Bank? It’s 

hard to see how Palestine can develop a sustainable economy, let alone form a viable 

state. 

 

Over the next months we Australians who participated in the visit will be working for 

peace in the Holy Land. We will make representations to the Australian Government, 

the Israeli embassy, the Palestinian representative and the Jewish community in 

Australia, all aimed at promoting a just and lasting peace for the people of Israel and 

Palestine. 

 

Advocacy is one way in which the Uniting Church seeks to make peace. In the past 

year we have advocated strongly on many situations of conflict and need – for 

Aboriginal reconciliation, for the Australia Fair campaign, for inter-faith harmony, for 

action on climate change, for the rights of workers, for a fairer tax system, to name a 

few. 

 

As a church we are also involved every day in hands-on action for peace – in our 

pastoral care for people in need, in our chaplaincy ministries, in our vast UnitingCare 

community services work, in our Congress and Frontier Services ministries in the 

outback, in our international partnerships and our overseas aid programs, and in our 

prayers for peace in God’s world. 

 

Christmas is a time for making peace and celebrating God’s gift of peace in Jesus. 

Through Jesus, God has gifted us with reconciliation - with God, with ourselves, with 

people of every nation and race, with God’s creation. Let us claim these gifts of peace 

afresh this Christmas, and let us continue strongly as a peace-making church! 
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Christmas – A Time for All of Us 

Rev. Gregor Henderson, President, Uniting Church in Australia 
xiii
 

Christmas is for all, not just Christians, because the birth of Jesus demonstrated 

God’s love for the world. 

It’s celebrated by people who never go near a church or sing a carol and by people 

who’ve never even heard the stories of the birth of Jesus. Christmas is for everybody. 

In the birth of Jesus, in whom we Christians put our trust as the Son of God, God’s 

love was brought to life for everyone. 

The Christmas event speaks to us more than 2000 years later because it is not just a 

story about divinity. It is a story which is most deeply about what it means to be 

human – a story of human vulnerability, of hopes, fears and dreams, family and 

culture, exclusion and acceptance. And because of this, the meaning of Christmas 

continues to break into our world and challenge us all, but especially Christians, to 

live lives that reach out in the world without fear or favour. 

Because God loves all people, we must care for them too. Generosity towards those 

in poverty, the homeless and those in trouble anywhere in the world is a Christian 

responsibility. So part of our Christmas celebration involves giving to appeals like the 

Christmas Bowl, for people in need across in the world. 

Because people of diverse backgrounds welcomed the birth of Jesus – Judean 

shepherds, Galilean peasants, Persian sages - multiculturalism is to be welcomed and 

enjoyed – God’s intention for the world was not for people to be integrated into one 

uniform culture. 

Because Jesus came for the whole world, Christians are called to see themselves as 

world citizens. National boundaries are secondary. National citizenship is secondary. 

We must carefully examine the values which lie behind Australian policies on border 

protection, immigration and citizenship tests. Diversity, inclusiveness, and 

multiculturalism are blessings to be celebrated, not policies that can be shelved. 

My hope this year is that Christmas will remind us that so-called “Australian values” 

are human values and that the birth of Jesus Christ teaches us that they are part of 

God’s gift to us, for what kind of world would it be without the gifts that lie within us 

all - compassion, forgiveness, prayerfulness, justice, inclusion, and the celebration of 

life. 

May this Christmas bring you joy and peace, fresh purpose and new life.   
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ADVENT PRAYERS AND DEVOTIONS 

You may like to start your sessions with prayers or devotions.  Here are some 

Advent prayers and scriptures that can be used with an Advent wreath or 

candles.  These devotionals are from Scot McKnight and his website 

jesuscreed.org. 

 

 

Week One 

Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. This is the candle of HOPE.  With 

Christians around the world, we use this light to help us prepare our hearts and minds for 

the coming of God’s Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  May we receive God’s light as we hear the 

words of the prophet Isaiah: 

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness — on them light has shined.” 

– Isaiah 9:2 

Let us pray: 

Lord as we look to the birth of Jesus, grant that the light of your love for us will help 

us to become lights in the lives of those around us. Prepare our hearts for the joy 

and gladness of your coming, for Jesus is our hope.  Amen. 

 

Week Two 

Today we relight the candle of HOPE.  Now we light the candle for the second Sunday in 

Advent. This is the candle of PEACE.  As we prepare for the coming of Jesus, we remember 

that Jesus is our hope and our peace. 

 

From the prophet Isaiah: 

“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 

shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.” 

— Isaiah 9:6-7  

 

From the Gospel of John: 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” 

— John 14:27  

 

Let us pray: 

Gracious God, Grant that we may find peace as we prepare for our Lord’s birth. May 

divisions in ourselves and in our families be peacefully resolved. May there be peace 

in our cities and in the countries of our world. Help us to see the paths of peace in 

our lives, and then give to us courage to follow them. Lord, let us remember that you 

only are the giver of lasting peace and that you are always with us. Amen.  
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Week Three 

Today we relight the first two candles of the Advent wreath. The candle of HOPE and the 

candle of PEACE.  Now we light the third candle of Advent.  This is the candle of JOY. As the 

coming of Jesus, our Savior, draws nearer, our joy builds with our anticipation of his birth. 

 

From the Book of Isaiah we read the words of our Lord: 

“But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create 

Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight.” 

– Isaiah 65:18 

 

From the New Testament, the words of Paul to the people of the church at Galatia: 

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the 

Spirit.” 

– Galatians 5:22-25 

Let us pray: 

We joyfully praise you, O Lord, for the fulfillment of your promise of a Savior and 

what that means in our lives. Thank you for the gift of salvation through the birth of 

your son, Jesus. Create us anew as we wait, and help us to see your glory as you fill 

our lives with your living Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Week Four 

Today we relight the first three candles of the Advent Wreath — the candles of HOPE, 

PEACE and JOY.  Now we light the fourth candle of Advent. This is the candle of LOVE. 

 

Jesus demonstrated self-giving love in his ministry as the Good Shepherd. Advent is a time 

for kindness, thinking of others, and sharing with others. It is a time to love as God loved us 

by giving us his most precious gift. As God is love, let us be love also. 

 

In the Book of Deuteronomy we find these words: 

“For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and 

awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, who executes justice for the orphan 

and the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing. You 

shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. 

— Deuteronomy 10:17-19a  

 

From the Gospel of John we hear: 

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 

you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

— John 13:34-35  
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Let us pray:  

Teach us to love, O Lord. May we always remember to put you first as we follow 

Christ’s footsteps, that we may know your love and show it in our lives. As we 

prepare for our celebration of Jesus’ birth, also fill our hearts with love for the world, 

that all may know your love and the one whom you have sent, your son, our Savior. 

Amen.  

 

 

Christmas Eve  

On the eve of our Christmas celebration, Jesus’ birthday, we light all of the candles of the 

Advent wreath.  First we light the candle for HOPE because Jesus is our hope.  Second, we 

light the candle for PEACE because Jesus is our hope and peace.  Third, we light the candle 

for JOY because Jesus brings joy.  Fourth, we light the candle for LOVE because Jesus is love.  

Finally we light the center candle. This is the CHRIST candle. Jesus is born. Jesus has come. 

Jesus is our salvation. 

 

Let us pray: 

Great God of love and light, we thank you now for the light of that special star over 

two thousand years ago that guided humble shepherds and learned wise men to the 

holy babe. Lead us now, by the light of your love, that we also may follow you to new 

life in him. In celebration of the birthday of our King and our Savior, Jesus Christ, we 

pray.  Amen. 

 

 

   



 

Your feedback will help us improve 

1. Was the material presented at an appropriate level?

� The level was too difficult

� The level was too simple

� It was just right. 

 

Please elaborate here if you would like.  

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

2. Did your group participate in a social justice event?

result? 

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

3. What could be done to improve future 

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 

Please post to:  

Moreton Rivers Presbytery 

Attn: Aaron Ghiloni 

PO Box 193 

Ashgrove, Qld 4060 
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EVALUATION 

Your feedback will help us improve future resources.

 

Was the material presented at an appropriate level? 

oo difficult. 

oo simple. 

 

Please elaborate here if you would like.   _______________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Did your group participate in a social justice event? What was the 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

What could be done to improve future resources? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

 

future resources. 

_______________________________  

________________________________  

________________________________  

What was the 

________________________________  

________________________________  

________________________________  

________________________________  

________________________________  

________________________________  
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About the cover art: The stamps on the cover are Australia Post Christmas Stamps from 2006.   

Australia Post provides commentary on the two stamps: 

 45c Virgin and child 

This stamp design is based on the divine conception and birth of the baby Jesus. Mary’s downcast 

eyes rest on the swaddled child in her arms, and her expression emanates love for the newborn king, 

as he is described in Matthew 2. Mary’s classic beauty and calm expression reflect the depth of her 

spiritual life, and the blue robe she wears symbolises her virtue, devotion and love.  

  

50c Wise man 

This design depicts one of the three wise men, or Magi, who came from the East and travelled to 

Bethlehem to worship the newborn child, bringing him precious gifts of gold, frankincense and 

myrrh. This Magus cradles a vessel of frankincense in his hands – an aromatic gum resin that 

symbolises the child’s divinity. He is guided in his journey to Bethlehem by the star that shines 

behind him.    


