
All people All placesChaplaincy Sunday 2016

Chaplaincy Sunday 2016 is suggested for 29 May. 
The lectionary readings for that day  
(Pentecost 2) are:

•	 1 Kings 18:20–21, 30–39
•	 Psalm 96
•	 Galatians 1:1–12 
•	 Luke 7:1–10

However, because congregations may 
commemorate Chaplaincy Sunday at other times, 
the liturgy below does not specifically connect with 
these readings. Worship leaders are encouraged 
to incorporate the relevant Sunday’s lectionary 
readings into this service as they feel is appropriate.

Some suggestions for hymns are given from 
Together in Song.

Where worship elements are responsive,  
the congregation responses are in bold italic.  
These responsive elements are also provided  
on PowerPoint slides with the Chaplaincy Sunday 
resources.

Because of the multicultural focus of this service, 
look for ways to include people of various cultural 
and language backgrounds in leading parts of 
this service. E.g., scripture readings might be read 
in a language other than English with the English 
text on screen or in pew Bibles; people could be 
invited to pray the Lord’s Prayer in their own ‘heart 
language’ with the leader offering the prayer in  
a language other than English.

Call to Worship
God of all people:

Be among us.

God of all places:

Meet us here.

God of creation:

We seek your enlivening Word.

God of our re-creation:

Renew us in the image of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hymn/Song of Praise
Introduce it by saying:

In the 4th century, St Augustine declared:  
“We are an Easter people, and alleluia is our song!” 
So as Easter people in this time and place, let us  
lift our hearts in praise to God as we join in this 
hymn/song.

•	 TIS 179, Praise with joy the world’s Creator
•	 TIS 107, Sing praise and thanksgiving,  

let all creatures living
•	 TIS 166, Sing a new song
•	 TIS 161, Tell out my soul
•	 TIS 241, So God loved the people of the world
•	 TIS 153, God is love, let heav’n adore him
•	 TIS 100, All creatures of our God and King
•	 TIS 52, Let us sing to the God of salvation
•	 TIS 182, Bring many names, beautiful, and good
•	 TIS 390, Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the  

risen Lord
•	 TIS 422, All praise to our redeeming Lord
•	 TIS 636, God has spoken to his people, 

Hallelujah
•	 TIS 183, Sing of the Lord’s goodness  

(note the 5/4 time signature!)

Suggested liturgy
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Introduction to theme
Explain that today, the congregation is 
commemorating Chaplaincy Sunday which, this year, 
takes the theme, ‘All People, All Places.’  This theme 
brings attention to the multicultural nature of the 
Uniting Church’s extensive ministries of chaplaincy – 
because of the variety of cultural backgrounds of our 
chaplains, and the culturally diverse contexts in which 
all chaplains minister. Hence this service also reflects  
a multicultural orientation.

Prayers of Adoration and Confession
God of Abraham, Sarah and Hagar; 
of Djiniyini, Mario and Tinh.

God of Cooktown, Carindale and Cunnamulla; 
of the Glasshouse Mountains, Magnetic Island  
and the Channel Country.

Thank you for the beauty and uniqueness of this 
southern continent which we share.

We sense reflections of your divine presence in 
the mystery and magnificence of this ancient land, 
with its myriad forms of life and its various seasons, 
colours and bounty.

We perceive your image in the diversity of  
this land’s people, from those of the timeless 
Dreaming to the most recent arrivals from all  
parts of the globe.

God of all places and faces, you are worshipped in 
many languages, in different songs and rhythms of 
life from our own, but each expressing a response 
to the grace and love you have revealed and 
extended to us in Jesus Christ.

We rejoice in you, in whose image we are brothers 
and sisters, and by whose example in Jesus we 
know the breadth and depth of your universal love.

Giver of life, in all its richness, diversity and fullness, 
we give you our praise and thanks.
Adapted from UCA Mission Prayer Handbook 1991, p7

Pause

Let us join together in our prayer of confession:

Barrier-breaking God: 

For the ways we have allowed difference to  
create distance between us and others:

Lord, have mercy.

For the times we have chosen comfort over 
compassion:

Christ, have mercy.

For the attitudes we have harboured, by which  
we justify silence instead of solidarity in the face  
of those suffering injustice:

Lord, have mercy.

God of oneness in diversity: 
Show us your ways, guide us in your truth.

Teach us how to live all together in harmony  
and in unity.

We ask this in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness
The psalmist declares:

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
So great is His lovingkindness toward those  
who fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, 
So far has He removed our transgressions  
from us.  (103:11-12)

God’s mercy rushes to meet our repentance.  
And so we are confident to declare: 
Our sins are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.

Passing the Peace
God’s mercy to us in Jesus Christ gives us peace 
with God and with each other.

Let us then exchange a greeting of peace with 
those sitting near us.

The peace of the Lord be with you.

And also with you.

If you have people whose first language is not 
English, you could invite one of them to teach the 
congregation this greeting in their language,  
and that becomes the greeting which is shared.
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Chaplaincy Focus
Begin by doing a straw poll of the cultural 
backgrounds represented in your congregation, 
e.g. how many people were born overseas? / have 
a parent born overseas? / have a grandparent born 
overseas? / spoke a language other than English in 
their childhood home? Ask for show of hands for each 
question, then find out the cultures and languages 
represented. You might also ask whose families have 
had new cultures introduced through relationships  
or marriage of their children or grandchildren?  
The following brief points could then be made:

•	 Australians come from over 200 countries, 
making this one of the most culturally diverse 
nations on earth. More than 300 languages are 
spoken in Australian homes.

•	 About one-quarter of Australians were born 
overseas and over 40 percent have at least  
one parent who was born overseas.  
Growing numbers of these come from countries 
like China, India, Vietnam and South Africa, as 
well as the United Kingdom and New Zealand.

•	 Chaplaincy puts the church on the front-line  
of many areas of need in the community. 
Uniting Church chaplains in Queensland 
minister in areas of great cultural diversity, 
whether they be serving in prisons, schools, 
hospitals, aged care, defence forces, 
Queensland Police Service, disability services,  
or in other contexts. Our chaplains also come 
from various cultural backgrounds – Latin 
America, the Pacific, Papua New Guinea,  
South Africa, Asian countries.

•	 The ministry of chaplains helps fulfil the 
commitment of the Uniting Church to be a  
truly multicultural church, welcoming people 
and offering ministries that help us reflect God’s 
love for all people, from all backgrounds,  
in all places.

You may wish to share one or more of the chaplains’ 
stories provided for Chaplaincy Sunday (each story 
has a companion PowerPoint slide if you wish to  
use it), or show the video of Stella Miria-Robinson  
of UnitingCare Queensland.

Chaplaincy Prayer  
(by chaplain, Beatriz Skippen)

Gracious God, you are the creator of us all.

In our diversity we reflect your creativity that  
makes us unique in the way we talk or look.

In your mercy we are able to be one body and  
to reflect your love when we engage with others. 

Help us to demonstrate Jesus’ compassion in the 
hard times and in the places where it is needed. 

Help us to apply your love where there is 
intolerance.

Give us wisdom to discern the unspoken words  
of the pain of the people.

Help us to be co-participants in the restoration  
of broken lives.

Lord, thanks for the opportunity to serve you  
and represent the body of Christ, finding the eyes 
of Jesus in the broken.

We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Hymn/Song
•	 TIS 473, Community of Christ
•	 TIS 459, In Christ there is no east or west
•	 TIS 690, Beauty for brokenness
•	 TIS 650, Brother, sister, let me serve you
•	 TIS 648, Help us accept each other
•	 TIS 640, Kneels at the feet of his friends
•	 TIS 630, The law of Christ alone can make us free
•	 TIS 608, Where cross the crowded ways of life
•	 TIS 629, When I needed a neighbour
•	 TIS 665, Jesus Christ is waiting
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Bible Readings
You may wish to use the lectionary readings set down 
for this Sunday.

Preaching the Word

Hymn/Song
Choose one that is relevant to the scriptures  
and message

Affirmation of Faith
Invite people to stand and share this affirmation:

We believe in God, the wise Creator, 
who rules as does the sun by day and the  
moon by night:

Light to warm our skin and our hearts, 
radiance to calm our fears in the darkness, 
and hope to move our hearts in the way  
of costly love.

We believe in Jesus Christ, the wise Redeemer, 
who reigns, not by force or might but by example:

The One who gives all for the sake of a new world, 
who breaks walls of division and brings separated 
people together, teaching them, saying, ‘Love one 
another, as I have loved you.’

We believe in the Spirit, the wise Counsellor, 
who draws us out of our diminished selves:

Speaking words of deep affirmation and 
encouraging us forward,  
uniting us in the compassionate way and  
being of Christ.

We are friends of God!

We are the Body of Christ!

We are people of the Spirit!

We offer our hearts, minds and hands to the new 
world of God’s making. Amen.
Adapted from Worship Resources: Life Overflowing (13th Assembly, 2012)

Offering
With our hands we offer you this money, 
tokens of our lives which we would lay at your feet. 
May these gifts bless people whom our hands 
cannot reach, 
in places where our feet cannot go. 
But may we also offer you our hands and feet 
to serve in those places, among those people, 
where you have placed us.

Through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayers for Others and the World
Recognising that only compassionate eyes born 
from grace can see a transformed world, we are 
invited to pray, asking, “Lord, open our eyes to see, 
and our hearts to love.”

God, the world bears witness to your creative 
beauty. Yet we have abused your creation, 
exploiting its fragile ecologies and paying little 
heed to other life forms as we have pursued  
short-term material gain. Strengthen all who work 
for transformation of human societies through  
a new sense of humility and responsibility.

Lord, open our eyes to see, and our hearts to love. 

God, humanity’s different peoples bear witness 
to your joy in diversity. Yet we build societies 
of exclusion and division, where we learn to 
fear difference and mistrust the stranger and 
the foreigner. Strengthen all who work for 
transformation of human societies through  
a new sense of community and belonging.

Lord, open our eyes to see, and our hearts to love.

God, your image that finds expression within each 
person bears witness to the sanctity of each and 
of all. Yet we tolerate structures of deadly injustice, 
which treat people with inequality and deny their 
dignity, and we ignore their desperate struggles. 
Strengthen all who work for transformation of 
human societies through a new sense of prophetic 
courage and compassionate kindness.

Lord, open our eyes to see, and our hearts to love.
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God, through Jesus Christ you call us into fellowship  
with you and each other. We are called to bear 
witness to the victory of your life, love and mercy 
over a world of death, hatred and bondage.  
Yet, as your church, we often do not venture 
outside our own safety and comfort. We ignore 
Christ’s call to carry our cross, lay down our lives, 
empty ourselves and risk everything for his sake 
and the sake of the world. Strengthen all who work 
for transformation of human societies through 
a new sense of the church’s purpose and power, 
centred on the continuing mission and living  
Spirit of Jesus. We especially uphold the ministry 
of our chaplains, as they seek to embody Christ’s 
ministry to people in all the situations and stages  
of life: light in their darkness, companionship in 
their isolation, hope in their struggles.

Lord, open our eyes to see, and our hearts to love.

Enlarge our hearts, that they may be big enough  
to receive the greatness of your love for each of us.

Stretch our hearts, that they may embrace all those 
who are not lovely in our eyes, and whose hands 
we do not want to touch.

Lord, enable us all to know you in the messy 
places of life and to bear your life, love and  
hope in ourselves. Touch us with the power  
of resurrection through Christ. Amen.

Hymn/Song
•	 TIS 163, God who stretched the  

spangled heavens
•	 TIS 256, From heaven you came,  

helpless babe (The Servant King)
•	 TIS 263, The bring wind is blowing,  

the bright wind of heaven  
(tune TIS 107 might be better known)

•	 TIS 411, Filled with the Spirit’s power
•	 TIS 412, God sends us his Spirit (Spirit friend)
•	 TIS 420, Holy Spirit, go before us
•	 TIS 468, We are your people
•	 TIS 587, Fold to your heart your sister  

and your brother
•	 TIS 599, Take my life and let it be
•	 TIS 608, Where cross the crowded ways of life
•	 TIS 658, I, the Lord of sea and sky (Here I am)
•	 TIS 626, Lord of creation, to you be all praise

Blessing and Sending Out
May God the Father grant us the grace  
that changes us. 
May God the Son grant us the grace that saves us. 
May God the Spirit grant us the grace that makes  
us free.

And as we go on our way, may we celebrate peace. 
Amen.

Recessional Song
•	 TIS 666, We are marching in the light of God
•	 TIS 778, Shalom to you now
•	 TIS 779, May the feet of God walk with you
•	 TIS 781, Father bless us as we go


