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1. COMMUNITY CALENDAR  2011 

 UN International Year of Forests 

 International Decade for Action: Water for Life 

 Education for Sustainable Development 
 
March 6 Clean Up Australia Day See Churches working together in 

community: http://www.unitingearthweb.org.au/explore/maroubra-
junction-uniting-church-clean-up-australia-day-clean-up-and-festival 

March 7 National Sea Week 
March 13 Sunday Lent 1 
March 21 World Forestry Day 
March 22 World Water Day 

March 26 Earth Hour 8.30-9.30pm 
 
April 22 Good Friday and Earth Day 
April 24 Sunday Easter Day 
 
April 30  Final date for Submission of Papers for Fire and Rain Conference in 

Melbourne, August 1-2, 2011 
http://www.civilsociety.org.au/FireandRainConferenceFlier.htm 

http://www.unitingearthweb.org.au/explore/maroubra-junction-uniting-church-clean-up-australia-day-clean-up-and-festival
http://www.unitingearthweb.org.au/explore/maroubra-junction-uniting-church-clean-up-australia-day-clean-up-and-festival
http://www.civilsociety.org.au/FireandRainConferenceFlier.htm
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June 5 Sunday   World Environment Day  

 Resources for worship, study and activities will be available 
from UnitingJustice 
http://unitingjustice.org.au/resources/world-environment-
day.html 

  

 Presentation on Religious Responses to Floods, Multi-Faith 
Centre, Griffith University Nathan Campus 

July 19-23 6th World Environmental Congress, Brisbane 

Explore, Experience, Educate 

 http://www.weec2011.org/Home.aspx 

 

Aug 1-2 Fire and Rain Conference, Melbourne  
 Social Innovation and Community Leadership 

in Natural Disaster Management and Emergency Services 
http://www.civilsociety.org.au/FireandRainConferenceFlier.htm 

 

Sept 22-25 Australian Association of Mission Studies Conference, Sydney  

Mission in a Globalised World: A New Vision for Christian 

Discipleship (including Ecology and Mission) - 

http://groupsthatclick.com/aams/index.php?type=page&ID=3515 

 

 

2. FROM THE SYNOD OFFICE 

 

 MESSAGE FROM THE MODERATOR  

The Uniting Church in Queensland made a strong commitment to take seriously 

our responsibility as stewards of God’s Creation when we committed ourselves to 

being a “Green Church”.  This sets a high standard for our decisions and the way 

we seek to live within the wider community.  

  

Those parts of the Church that have a strong institutional framework are able to 

think through issues of environmental sustainability and make decisions about 

their ways of working in an integrated way. For example Wesley Mission Brisbane 

thought about this in the design and building of Wesley House with its 5 star green 

rating and BlueCare have committed to their “Sustainability Principles”. Among 

congregations and other less structured parts of our Church however the issues 

about environmental sustainability are often forgotten. 

  

http://unitingjustice.org.au/resources/world-environment-day.html
http://unitingjustice.org.au/resources/world-environment-day.html
http://www.weec2011.org/Home.aspx
http://www.civilsociety.org.au/FireandRainConferenceFlier.htm
http://groupsthatclick.com/aams/index.php?type=page&ID=3515
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This is why it has been valuable to have Clive and Judith come on board and help 

raise the profile of our commitment to be a “Green Church”. I hope that by sharing 

their insights and resources, we can all be more aware and committed to reflecting 

on such issues both individually and corporately. 

  

I know that it is much more responsible for me to take the bus and train to the 

office, but too often I simply jump into the car and join the congestion on the roads. 

As with any aspect of our Christian discipleship, we need to be disciplined and 

make a conscious commitment to living as stewards of the Kingdom of God rather 

than simply doing as we have always done.  

  

Recently I have found myself reflecting on Jesus teaching in Matthew 5 where he 

repeatedly says “You have heard it was said… but I tell you.” What are the aspects 

of my faith that I need to re-visit if I am to grow as a servant of the gospel. I realise 

that one of these aspects is the way I use the earth’s resources as if they were 

eternal.  

  

I can’t be a faithful follower of Jesus unless I am willing to understand the 

magnitude of God’s desire to reconcile the world to himself through Jesus. Being an 

ambassador of this reconciling work lifts me beyond seeing my relationship with 

Jesus in individualistic terms, but connects me with all of God’s creation. 

Bruce Johnson 

 

 WELCOME  

Green Church extends a very warm welcome to Dr Shirley Coulson, the new 

General Secretary of the Queensland Synod. Shirley comes with strong credentials 

in this area, and we look forward to a fruitful relationship.  

Clive Ayre 

 

3. SEASONAL FOCUS - FLOODS TO EASTER 

 

 WEATHER AND THE TEARS OF GOD 

Judging by the emails that we have received personally, our Queensland weather 

has been big news around the world. As one wit put it, you may safely talk about 

religion and politics, but don’t talk about the weather in polite society! Yet we must 

talk about it. 
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Many people will be wondering what to make of these events. For some, the 

Queensland floods plus the cyclone were a “once in 200 years” event, although part 

of me wants to add “that happens every 30 or 40 years”. But it isn’t as 

straightforward as that either. It is hard to be too dogmatic about these events, yet 

there are several points that may safely be made. 

 

At the outset we must distinguish between climate and the weather. Today’s 

temperatures and tomorrow’s forecast are about weather. The trends and patterns 

that emerge over a significant period of time are about climate. We cannot put too 

much weight on severe weather events in a single month, but we can and should 

look for climatic trends – and at that point climate scientists have something to say 

to us.  

 

It should not come as a surprise that we do not have unanimity about what is 

happening to our climate; in any field of learning, be it science or theology, there 

will always be differences of opinion. However, my own perception is that those who 

are concerned about the environment will not need to be told that the climate of the 

planet is changing, even though there is significant variability within the overall 

global warming. The data is out there and it is clear. 

 

The recent devastating floods and cyclone in Queensland and other parts of the 

country have been described as “natural”, and in one sense that is true. However, 

there is also a sense in which they are “unnatural” in that human activity is 

impacting on the planet in significant ways. We do not need to rehearse all of that 

here; but climate scientists have every right to say “we told you so”. We have been 

warned that extreme weather events are part and parcel of the current state of 

affairs that has all the hallmarks of a disaster. 

 

It is encouraging to hear some political leaders saying that rebuilding without 

careful thought is not a good idea. In our time at Laidley in the early 70’s we 

experienced two floods, but one has to understand that the Manse and Church are 

in a natural flood causeway. There are some areas in which we should not build.  

 

But even if I and many others are wrong about what is happening to our planet, 

and I don’t think we are, there is still a very clear prophetic message here for all of 
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us. There is a clear biblical and theological imperative to care for God’s creation, 

although common sense alone should tell us that. In any event, while our hearts go 

out to those who have suffered and lost so much, and it is wonderful to see how a 

disaster can bring out the best in people (and sadly the worst as well), we need to 

re-double our efforts to create a better and a healthier global climate for coming 

generations to enjoy. 

 

The other key question here is, as one recent writer put it bluntly, “Where the hell is 

God?” From my perspective the answer is clear enough – that God is hurting along 

with the Earth. As Norman Habel invites us, we might look for many of the “stations 

of the cross” (N. Habel, Seven Stations Liturgy in Seven Songs of Creation, Pilgrim 

Press 2004, pp 226-232) as God suffers with a suffering planet. Indeed, the floods 

may be perceived as the tears of God in the face of what we are doing to the divine 

creation. 

 

The sign of promise and hope following the Noah flood was the rainbow, and it still 

seems appropriate. But Hosea 2:15 also has a word for us: “the valley of Achor shall 

be a door of hope”. In other words, the door of hope is located precisely in the 

situation of human sin and suffering. Whatever route we take into the future, the 

“door of hope” is right where we are. 

Clive Ayre 

 

 FROM GREEN CHURCH TO EMERALD  

I was very pleased to go to Emerald for a few 

weeks to assist with flood recovery pastoral care 

as part of the Queensland Synod Disaster Relief 

work.  And especially pleased to be welcomed by 

this green frog on the gate to the office! 

 

It was all new territory for me, and gave me some appreciation of the great 

distances that Queenslanders live with, as well as the frequency of roads being cut 

and damaged by flooding.  Many people seemed to accept such isolation as a 

normal part of life, and are quite accustomed to shopping for a month, and being 

versatile in meal preparation.   
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Empty or near empty shelves in the supermarket were challenging: if I take 

something, someone else will go without.  But one day when the only fruit and 

vegetables available were apricots and cucumbers, it was a real delight to buy them, 

and another delight to eat them! 

 

When supplies were limited, customers were rationed to 2 loaves of bread.  “How 

many loaves do you have?” is a poignant question for reflection for the World Day of 

Prayer this week.   How sustainable are our practices for food growing and 

distribution? 

 

The Nagoa River flooded to a depth of 

17 metres, and totally submerged this 

Bush Chapel, in the Botanic Gardens, 

which was set up by the Emerald 

Churches Together in January 2000.   

 

Could this be a symbol of baptism, 

submersion and drowning, and being 

raised to new life, celebrating the 

resurrection of Christ this Easter? 

 

Is Christ’s Incarnation and God’s Suffering with all creation just too close and 

sensitive for us this year? Or is it a door of hope in the valley, right where we are? 

 

How do we proclaim the good news to all creation? Mark 16:15 

Judith Dalton 

 

4.  GREEN CHURCH STORIES 

 

 ENVIRO-BAGS FROM BURDEKIN UNITING CHURCH 

Rev Paul Clark of the Burdekin Uniting Church, North Queensland, sent out a 

trailer load with 2,500 Uniting Church environmental bags to Uniting Churches 

all over Australia before Christmas.  

 

What started as a pipe dream in a Craft Market meeting has turned into a 

nationwide venture. The Burdekin congregation wanted to be able to give away 
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reusable shopping bags with the 

Uniting Church logo and “Following 

Jesus” printed on them to patrons 

of their annual Craft Spectacular 

which attracts around 1,000 people. 

Just buying 1,000 bags was 

uneconomical, but after sending e-

mails across the country they 

ordered 7,000.  

 

"I liked the idea on both a mission and an environmental front." said Mr Clark. 

"We're going to have 7,000 bags across Australia showing and telling the good 

news: 1,500 in our community alone. I can't wait to see them in our local 

supermarkets!”   

 

 FREE SOLAR POWER FOR MARANOA UNITING CHURCH 

 

Rev Linda Hamill says that the 

Maranoa Uniting Church is enjoying 

free solar power after installing 

photovoltaic cells on the roof of the 

manse, and of the “Shed” (or church 

hall) at Roma.   

 

Thanks to government rebates, and selling green credits, there was no cost to 

the church, nor to members who installed units on their own homes.   

 

“Even with all the recent rain the manse electricity bill has been cut by 20%, 

and we could use the air conditioner without drawing power from the grid.” 

 

 

5. ECO-MISSION DEVELOPMENT 

 

 RELIGIOUS RESPONSES TO THE BRISBANE FLOODS 

In the immediate aftermath of the January floods, churches, synagogues, mosques, 

temples, and other South-East Queensland religious institutions reacted with 
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practical assistance and pastoral care.  Dr Sylvie Shaw and Dr Aaron Ghiloni, 

religious studies researchers from the University of Queensland, are currently 

engaged in a qualitative analysis of religious responses to the floods.  This funded 

project is part of a larger study on The Greening of Religion in Australia, and will 

provide a theological and sociological interpretation of the blend of pragmatic 

activities and spiritual explanations prompted by the floods.  Shaw and Ghiloni will 

share their findings at their World Environment Day (June 5) lecture at Griffith 

University’s Multi-Faith Centre. 

Aaron Ghiloni 

 

 ECUMENICAL STUDIES 

In coming months look out for a series of 5 ecumenical studies on the environment. 

As we go to press these are being prepared through the Christians in Dialogue 

program of the Faith and Unity Commission of Qld Churches Together. The hope is 

that they will be available in time for World Environment Day (June 5) and that 

they will be used in ecumenical groups. 

Clive Ayre 

 

 COAL SEAM GAS 

The Coal Seam Gas controversy has hit the headlines recently, and featured on The 

Gas Rush on ABC Four Corners on 21 February, 2011.  

http://www.abc.net.au/4corners/special_eds/20110221/gas/default.htm 

Exploration and production have increased dramatically recently, since it began 15 

years ago.  The CSG industry offers huge economic benefits to Queensland, and 

also assists in carbon-reduction compared to coal-fired generators.  The 

Queensland Government has required 15% electricity generation from gas by 2010 

and this is likely to increase.   There has already been enormous investment in 

infrastructure for these projects.  But the cost is much more than just economic. A 

thorough cost-benefit analysis needs to look at much more than the purely financial 

perspective of our current consumer society, to see “ecological economics” in terms 

of the management of the household for the benefit of all, for the long term.  

(See Sallie McFague, A New Climate for Theology, 2008, Fortress Press) 

 

The problems associated with the rapid increase in the coal seam gas industry 

include the impact on farmers, risks to the community, and to the water and land 

itself.   Development is occurring at such a rate that regulations are unable to keep 

http://www.abc.net.au/4corners/special_eds/20110221/gas/default.htm
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up to date.  What chemicals are being used?  What levels are considered “safe”?  

What is actually happening to underground water? 

 

Such concerns motivated Queensland Conservation, Friends of the Earth, Agforce, 

and the National Water Commission to support a move for a moratorium on further 

exploration last November, but this was defeated.   

 

The questions remain, but the ability to find answers to these genuine concerns 

with the rapid growth of the CSG industry is limited. There is both a lack of 

independent supervision, and insufficient resources for those approving and 

monitoring the programs on behalf of the government. 

 

The impact on ground water, land for food production (particularly significant in the 

Darling Downs), ecological biodiversity, and climate are all important concerns for 

Green Church.  The issues are complex, and the Central Queensland Presbytery 

already has a Mining Task Group looking at the place of mining in our community, 

with social justice and eco justice perspectives.  They are preparing papers for 

information and discussion, which will be on our website once finalised.   

 

Please pray for this Task Group, congregations and Councils of the Church as they 

explore Uniting in Christ: acting with love; living with hope; witnessing in faith; 

working for justice in relation to these new issues. Pray for openness to God’s 

wisdom, readiness to listen to other views, willingness to learn and contribute to the 

public debate from a Christian perspective for the sake of the Earth, God’s creation. 

Judith Dalton 

 

6. NEW RESOURCES 

 

 TRINITY COLLEGE LIBRARY 

http://www.trinity.qld.edu.au/index.php?page=content&idcon=4663 

Membership of Trinity Library is now free for members of the Uniting Church, so 

please explore the library catalogue!  Two new books from Fortress Press are just 

going on the shelves: 

o Green Christianity by Mark Wallace, Fortress Press 

This book is a call to hope, not despair – a statement of promising directions and a 

call for readers to discover meaning and purpose in their lives through a spiritually 

charged commitment to saving the earth. 

http://www.trinity.qld.edu.au/index.php?page=content&idcon=4663
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o A New Climate for Theology by Sallie McFague, Fortress Press 

Sallie McFague says we have failed to see the real root of our behavioural troubles 

in an economic model that actually reflects distorted religious views of the person.   

At its heart, she maintains, global warming occurs because we lack an appropriate 

understanding of ourselves as inextricably bound to the planet and its systems. 

 

 

 SUSTAINABLE EVENTS GUIDES 

o Catholic Earthcare  

Start a Sustainable Event Policy: The Checklist To Running An 

Environmentally Sustainable Event On A Sustainable Budget 

(10 pages)  

http://www.catholicearthcare.org.au/documents/EarthcareSustainableEventsChec

klist2010.pdf 

 

o Queensland Litter Prevention Alliance 

Queensland Sustainable Events Guide (Waste)  

A 75 page step-by-step guide to running sustainable events in Queensland. It 

includes a helpful Appendix 7.5 (pages 39-42) giving a sustainable product 

database with information on sources across Australia (not limited to Queensland).  

http://www.qldlitter.com/pdfs/SustainableEventsFeb2011.pdf 

 

 

 THE CANTICLE OF THE CREATURES 

Exhibition of Visual Art by Geraldine Wheeler on The Canticle of the 

Creatures and Biblical Themes at Brookfield Centre for Spirituality, 139 

Brookfield Road, Kenmore Hills, Brisbane, until 20 June 2011.   

http://www.visionaries.ucaweb.com.au/index.php?page=content&idcon=5092 

Individuals or groups may visit for retreats or for a look around. But please check 

with the Brookfield Centre for Spirituality (ph 3878 3348) for available times, or by 

appointment with Geraldine Wheeler (ph 3437 8743) who may be able to lead a 

short retreat. 

 

CONTACT THE GREEN CHURCH OFFICE 

 

If you have any questions or suggestions for how we may be able to help creation 

care become an integral part of Christian discipleship and the church’s mission, 

please contact the office, preferably by email as we are not often in the office. 

 

http://www.catholicearthcare.org.au/documents/EarthcareSustainableEventsChecklist2010.pdf
http://www.catholicearthcare.org.au/documents/EarthcareSustainableEventsChecklist2010.pdf
http://www.qldlitter.com/pdfs/SustainableEventsFeb2011.pdf
http://www.visionaries.ucaweb.com.au/index.php?page=content&idcon=5092
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Website    www.greenchurch.ucaqld.com.au 

 

Rev Dr Clive Ayre   clive.ayre@ucaqld.com.au 

Rev Judith Dalton   judith.dalton@ucaqld.com.au 

Green Church   green.church@ucaqld.com.au 

 

Mail     GPO Box 674, Brisbane 4001     

Phone     07 3377 9935 

 

 

 


