Chaplaincy
Sunday
24 May 2020
Living faith in uncertain times

Suggested Liturgy

Call to Worship

Chaplaincy Sunday 2020 is suggested for 24 May.

Eternal God, we come again, we come again,

The suggested readings for that day are:

Seeking, hoping, wanting to hear your word.

Acts 1:6-14 – ‘What are we waiting for?’

We come because, despite our best efforts,

Psalm 6:8 1-10, 32-35 – ‘Our restoring God’

We have failed to live by bread alone.

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 – ‘Let us cast our anxieties on
God’

We come impelled by a desire too deep for words,

John 17:1-11 – ‘Praying for our wounded world’
As congregations and communities of faith may
celebrate Chaplaincy Sunday at other times, worship
leaders are encouraged to incorporate the theme of
Chaplaincy Sunday 2020, ‘Living Faith in Uncertain
Times’, into the liturgy for that day together with
aspects of this suggested liturgy as appropriate.
Worship responses (in bold) have been kept to a
minimum as we consider this service may be presented
in an online format.

Suggested Hymns/Songs
Together to celebrate
Song Select
Carolyn Hymns
Lectionary song
Hymnary
The work of the people

With longings that are too infinite to express.
We come yearning for meaning in our existence
And for purpose for our life.
We come acknowledging our need for each other’s
Affirmation and encouragement, understanding and
love.
We come confessing our dependence on you.
Lord, embrace us with your forgiveness, and claim us
By the mystery and depths of your love. Amen
Used with Permission by Terry C Falla “Be our Freedom Lord’, 1994, p 35

Confession & Declaration of forgiveness

Affirmation of Faith

Because our personal sins grieve you

We are not alone

And hurt other people:

We live in God’s world

Lord, have mercy.

We believe in God

Lord, have mercy.

Who has created and is creating
Who has come in Jesus

Because our social sins hold others

The word made flesh

In bondage and oppression:

To reconcile and make new

Christ, have mercy.

Who works in us and others.

Christ, have mercy.

By the Spirit
We trust in God

Because you grant us the joy of forgiveness

We are called to be the Church

Whenever we return to you in genuine repentance:

To celebrate God’s presence

Lord, have mercy.

To live with respect in creation

Lord, have mercy.

To love and serve others
To seek justice and resist evil

Those who are in Christ are a new creation;

To proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen

Everything old has passed away;

Our judge and our hope

See, the new has come!

In life, in death, in life beyond death

All this is from God,

God is with us

Who reconciled us to himself through Christ.

We are not alone

2 Corinthians 5: 17-18

Thanks be to God. Amen

Hear then Christ’s word of grace to us:

The United Church of Canada, General Council 1968, alt. 1998. P 272

‘Your sins are forgiven’.
Thanks be to God.
Uniting in Worship 2 2005, Page 258, 260.

Offering Prayer
Loving God of all times and seasons,
We offer ourselves: our time, talents and gifts to you

Readings

In thanks and gratitude and pray that all we offer would

Acts 1:6-14 – ‘What are we waiting for?’

Help to enable your message of love and forgiveness
to be shared broadly in your world and our local
communities. Amen

Psalm 6:8 1-10, 32-35 – ‘Our restoring God’
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 – ‘Let us cast our anxieties on
God’
John 17:1-11 – ‘Praying for our wounded world’

Message

Prayers of the People
Reader 1: Loving God who still calls us together in
different ways we come knowing you long to hear from
and bless all your children.
Reader 2: Today we come to bring our thanks. Thank
you for wise leadership in our government and
churches and we pray you will continue to guide and
give wisdom to all our leaders and those around the
world particularly during the pandemic and for those
still suffering from the effects of bushfires, floods and
other disasters.

through Jesus, the Christ our saviour
and brother, Amen.

Word of Mission
Eternal God, when we respond to your call,
You sweep us into that movement
That takes the good news
To the ends of the earth.
You have commissioned us to be the people of God
in every nation and area of life

Reader 1: We give You our thanks and pray for all who
work in frontline services: hospitals, schools, Residential
Care, emergency services and our community services.
Please bless and care for them and grant wisdom and
care to all our chaplains seeking to bring comfort and
care at this time.

in local issues and international affairs,

Reader 2: Lord of the least, please be with all those
the government funding is not assisting and all the
agencies and people who are supporting them. We
think of casual workers, refugees, international students
and other visa holders.

Blessing/Benediction

We ask for generous hearts from ourselves to agencies
trying to assist these your people and ongoing
generosity from our governments.
Reader 1: As knowledge sharing and equipment is
shipped around the world, we pray that this generosity
may extend further especially to countries struggling
with poverty even before COVID-19 engulfed them.
Reader 2: Today we also bring our prayers for ourselves
and those we hold dear. Please be with us and all
people in our communities who are struggling with
loneliness, grief, sickness and mental health. Be with us
all and bless all who care for others. And let us pause
now that we might remember any who are known to us
alone … we pray silently.
Reader 1: May you also help us to remember your
creation and our need to care for it. We give thanks
for the reductions in pollution and pray that we as the
world community might double our efforts to care for
our planet. Grant wisdom and skill to governments,
scientists and manufacturers; give them the creativity
to think beyond what has always been done
to find better ways.
Reader 2: Praise and thanksgiving
we bring to You our loving Creator as
You hear our prayers this day in and

in the suburb and the ghetto,
in city and outback.
Used with Permission by Terry C Falla “Be our Freedom Lord’, 1994, p 75

So, let us:
Go with the strength you have.
Go simply,
Lightly,
Gently,
In search of love.
And the Spirit go with you. Amen
Used with Permission by Terry C Falla “Be our Freedom Lord’, 1994, p 240

Chaplaincy Sunday Sermon Resources
Here’s what some authors and theologians have written
about these readings:
N.T. Wright in Twelve Months of Sundays: Reflections on
Bible Readings. Year A. London: SPCK.2001.:
‘When his glory is revealed.’ The ascension gives us a
glimpse in advance of the great truth which will one day
be unveiled — or rather, the glorious Person who will one
day be revealed. The transformation of suffering is a … key
part of the meaning of ascension.
There is a deep suffering, unquantifiable and hence
impossible to compare, which comes from living as one
who believes that the crucified Messiah is the world’s true
Lord, in the midst of a world that lives by the rule of force,
or pleasure, or wealth. We are called to be out of tune
with the world’s orchestra, swimming against the world’s
wind and tide. Not merely cross-grained and awkward;
rather, in tune with God’s hidden music, buoyed up by the
submerged swell of his love ….

For Luke, however, as the whole of Acts makes clear, the
fact that it was the crucified Jesus who was now exalted
to share the throne of the one true God (he has Daniel
7 in mind as well, of course) means that the mission of
his followers will carry power, and the glory, but of a
very different sort. It will be the power, and the glory, of
suffering love. When Jesus speaks of the glory the Father
had given to him being shared with his followers (John
17:22), this seems to be central to what he had in mind.
Brendan Byrne SJ in The Saving Word: Reflections on the
Gospel. Strathfield: St Pauls Publications. 2020.:
…In biblical language and imagery this manner of
describing the close of Jesus’ earthly signals that the One
who had been crucified on the trumped-up charge of
being a political Messiah has now entered into his true
messianic glory at God’s right hand.
This entrance into heavenly glory does not mean that
Jesus abandons either his disciples or his saving mission in
the world. Rather, he will continue to exercise that mission
through the ministry of the Church, empowered (at
Pentecost) by the same Spirit that rested upon him ….
The disciples’ task, meanwhile, is to take up the messianic
mission of Jesus, bringing the hope of the resurrection to
an often despairing world.
“If I go and prepare a place for you, I shall
come again and take you to myself, so that
where I am you may be also.” John 14:3
“Since therefore we have a great high priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let
us therefore boldly approach the throne of grace, in
order that we may receive mercy and find grace to give
us timely help.” Hebrews 4:14, 16
Joke: While driving in Pennsylvania, a family
caught up to an Amish carriage. The owner of the
carriage obviously had a sense of humour, because
attached to the back of the carriage was a hand printed
sign: “Energy-efficient vehicle. Runs on oats and grass.
Caution: Do not step on exhaust.”
During the Plague of Cyprian, 250–270 CE, Dionysius,
Bishop of Alexandria (d. 265 CE) around 260 CE, writes:
“Most of our brother Christians showed unbounded love
and loyalty, never sparing themselves and thinking only
of one another … nursing and curing others.” Later in
the letter, he notes that those without this kind of care
fared much worst. He writes that, “at the first onset of the
disease, [the healthy] pushed the sick away and fled from
their dearest … hoping to avert the spread and contagion
of the fatal disease.”

In 1948, C. S. Lewis... wrote an essay
entitled, “On Living in an Atomic Age.”
In it, he discusses the anxiety that many
people of his day felt about the threat of
nuclear war... In his time, this was a grave, yet real,
threat. Lewis wrote:
In one way we think a great deal too much of the atomic
bomb. “How are we to live in an atomic age?” I am
tempted to reply: “Why, as you would have lived in the
sixteenth century when the plague visited London almost
every year, or as you would have lived in a Viking age
when raiders from Scandinavia might land and cut your
throat any night; or indeed, as you are already living in
an age of cancer, an age of syphilis, an age of paralysis,
an age of air raids, an age of railway accidents, an age of
motor accidents.” In other words, do not let us begin by
exaggerating the novelty of our situation...
This is the first point to be made: and the first action to be
taken is to pull ourselves together. If we are all going to
be destroyed by an atomic bomb, let that bomb when it
comes find us doing sensible and human things—praying,
working, teaching, reading, listening to music, bathing
the children, playing tennis, chatting to our friends over
a pint and a game of darts—not huddled together like
frightened sheep and thinking about bombs. They may
break our bodies (a microbe can do that) but they need
not dominate our minds.
https://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/pandemics-and-public-worshipthroughout-history

Ultimately, whatever we are going through, God
is with us in the wise and gentle leading of God’s
Holy Spirit. Jesus will never abandon nor forsake
us. His resurrection was ‘his coming back to get us’.
How certain are any of our times? We can never be
categorically certain of anything except that we are
loved by God, as we live faith in uncertain times.
Jesus Christ, our Saviour,
you live and reign forever
at the right hand of God.
Baptise us with your Spirit,
that we may glorify you,
proclaiming the gospel
to the ends of the earth.
Amen.
Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian Church (USA), adapted.

